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Nn IL BLAS DE SANTILLANE my 
| G father, having ſerved a long time 
3 in the Spaniſh troops, 2 at laſt 
0 . to the city where he had been born. 
4 * * There 94 married a poor burgher's 
daughter, a ſtale maid, on whom he begot un- 
worthy me, who came into the world ten 
months after their marriage. 

They ſoon after repaired to Oviedo, where 
my mother went to ſervice as a chamber-maid, 
and my father as a groom, Having nothing to 
live upon but their wages, I ſhould have been 
but badly off in point of education, if J had 
not had an uncle a canon of Oviedo. His 

+7 B name 
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name was Gil Perez: he was my mother's 


elder brother, and my god- father beſides. 


Figure to yourſelf, courteous reader, a little 


man three feet and a half high, extraordinarily ' 5 
fat, with his head ſunk between his ſhoulders ; 


ſuch was my uncle. In ſhort, he was one of 
thoſe allies wha only care is to live 
well, which his benefice, being a good one, 
enabled him to do. 

He brought me home when a child to his 
houſe, charging himſelf with the care of m 
education. Pleas'd with my ſprightlineſs, he 
was determined that my mind ſhould be pro- 
perly cultivated : he therefore bought me a 
horn-book, taught me the alphabet, to ſpel!, 
and to read; which kind care to his nephew, 
proved of ſome ſervice to himſelf, for having 
neglected his reading for a long time, he re- 
covered it by inſtructing me, and ſoon became 
in a condition of reading his breviary very cur- 
rently, which he had never done before. 

He had alſo a ftrong inclination to inſtruct 
me in the Latin, which if he could have done, 
it would have been the ſaving of ſome money 
to him: but alas, my good uncle Gil Perez 
was of ſuch invincible dulneſs, as never to 
have been able to learn the firſt rudiments of 
grammar. He was perhaps (which however, 
indeed, I cannot advance as an abſolute fact) 
the moſt ignorant canon of all his chapter. 

It was not to his learning that he owed his 


preferment, but to the patronage of ſome good- 


natured nuns, who, in return for the many 
diſcreet 
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XX prieſt without undergoing any examination. 
” He reſolved to put me under the rod of a 

* ſchoolmaſter, and in conſequence ſent me to 


in Oviedo. 


of five or fix years I underſtood the Greek au- 
thors pretty well, and was a maſter of the Latin 


I was taught the art of reaſoning: nay, I was 


diſpute with one of the lean tribe of Ariſtotle, 
- How poor common ſenſe ufed to ſuffer in the 


* grimaces ! what writhing of our features]! we 
foamed at the mouth, and our eyes were kind- 


have taken us for demoniacs than philoſo- 


* uncle heard with great pleaſure, foreſeeing that 
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em, made intereſt to have him ordained a 


doctor Godinez, the moſt celebrated pedagogue 


I made fo great a progreſs, that at the end 


poets. I alſo applied cloſely to logic, by which 


become fo enamoured of diſputing, as to ſtop * 
all who went by, known or unknown, in or- 
der to propoſe arguments to them, | 

I was never ſo happy as when I got into a 


debate! Good heaven, what geſtures ! what 


led with rage. All ſober people muſt rather 


phers. 
By ſuch proceedings I acquired the reputa- 
rion of being learned in Oviedo, which my 


thereby I ſhould not long be a burden to him; 
and'thus he broke his mind to me one day : 

% Confider now, my dear nephew Gil Blas, 
„ that your boyiſh days are over. You are 
„ riow ſeventeen years of age, and have a 
<* tolerable ſhare of learning, it is proper that 
. 20 B 2 cc you 
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you ſhould think of puſhing yourſelf in the 


« world for which end, it is my advice that 
<< you ſet out without loſs of time for the uni- 
5 yerlity of Salamanca; for with the parts you 


„ have, you cannot miſs of preferment. 

I ſhall furniſh you with a few ducats to 
c defray the expence of the journey thither ; 
„ nay, I will alſo make you a preſent of my 
«© mule, that I aſſure you is worth twelve 
* piſtolesz,,and which you may diſpoſe of at 
« Salamanca, and live upon the purchaſe mo- 
« ney, until ſuch time as you ſhall get an em- 
« ployment at the ſaid univerſity.” 

My uncle could not have propoſed any thing 
more to my mind, for I had a longing deſire to 
travel and fee the world. I took care, how- 
ever, to conceal my joy, and ſeemed ſo affect- 
ed at parting from my uncle, to whom I de- 
clared myſelf under ſuch mighty obligations, 
that the good man, moved by the part I played, 
gave me more money than he wauld have done, 
had he been able to read the bottom of my 
heart. 

I alſo went to take leave of my poor fa- 
ther and mother, who gave me abundance of 
good advice, They bid me above all things to 
pray for my uncle, to keep no bad company, 
and never to make free with the property of 
another. After having made me a very long 
and tedious exhortation, they gave me their 
bleſſing, the only thing they could. 5 

That ceremony over I mounted my mule, 
and rode away from Oviedo, purſuing the 


road 


* — 
— 7 - 
Mw 


the 
hat 


"# 
2, 


5 
"34 


E 
5 5 ( 


2 
$ £3 
4 4 


GIL BLAS de SANTILLANE 5 


road to Penafler. What a happy dog was J 
then, riding at my eaſe through the country, 


maſter of myſelf and actions; of a mule, an 
indifferent one indeed, and forty ducats; be- 
ſides a few reals I had ſtolen from my much- 


honoured uncle. 
Indulging my own thoughts, I let my mule 


go juſt as the animal pleaſed; for having 
throw the bridle on its neck, I drew the 
ducats out of my pocket, and was plcaſed at 
telling them over and over in my hat. In 
| ſhort, there is no expreſſing my joy on the 


occaſion, for in all my life before 1 had never 
been maſter of ſuch a treaſure. There was no 
end to my pleaſure of looking on and feel- 
ing it. | 


I was counting over my ſum I believe the 


twentieth time at leaſt, when all on a ſudden 
my mule raiſing its head, and pricking up its 
cars, {topped in the middle of the road. I fan- 
cying that ſomething had terrified the beaſt, 
looked about to ſee what it might be; and lo 
I diſcovered on the ground a hat turned upſide 
down, in which were a pair of beads of the 
larger ſize, At the ſame time I heard uttered 
with a voice of lamentation, “ Noble traveller, 
<< have pity upon a poor maimed ſoldier; throw 
© whatever charity your honour ſhall pleaſe 
into that hat. You will be rewarded for it 
in the other world.” 

I immediately turned my eyes to the fide 
from whence the voice came, and ſaw under a 
buſh twenty or thirty paces diſtant from me, a 
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fort of a ſoldier-looking man, who on two 
crutches had levelled a long fowling - piece 
at me. 

At ſuch a ſight my heart quailed on account 
of the church treaſure J was like to loſe, I 
ſtopt, and thruſt the ducats immediately into 
my pocket, from whence I drew out ſome reals, 
and approaching near to the hat, always ready 
to receive the charity of frighten'd chriſtians, 
dropt them in one after another, to ſhew his 
ſoldierſhip that I acted nobly by him. 

He appeared very well ſatisfied with my ge- 
neroſity, and in return gave me as many bleſ- 
ſings as I gave kicks on the ſide of my mule, 
in order to get as faſt and as far as I could 
from ſuch a terrifying mendicant ; but the ſlug- 
giſh animal made not a whit the more ſpecd 
in complaiſance to my impatience, It had 
been ſo long accuſtomed to a creeping walk 
under my uncle, that it had quite forgot to 
gallop. 

I nis adventure prognoſticated but very badly 
ſor my journey, eſpecially when I reflected that 
I had yet a great way to Salamanca, and that 
ſome other miſhap might befal me, I thought 
it was very imprudent of my uncle not to have 
given me into ſome mule-driver's care, which 
certainly he ought to have done, But his no- 


tion, no doubt, was, that the giving his mule 


to me, would make the expence of the journey 


lighter, never dreaming of any danger I might. 


be liable to on the road, 


But 
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But in order to reQiſy my uncle's error, I 


/reſolved that as ſoon as [ ſhould arrive at Pe- 
* nafler, I would {ell the mule, and travel under 
the ſafe convoy of a mule-driver as far as 


Aſtorga, and afterwards continue in the ſame 

manner from that place to Salamanca. 
Although I had never been at any diſtanee 

from Oviedo before, I nevertheleſs knew the 


names of all the towns | was to paſs through, 
* of which 1 took care to be informed before 1 
* ſet out. But as fortune would have it, I ar- 


rived ſafely at Penafler, and put up at an inn 
that had a very good appearance, 

I had no ſooner alighted, than the landlord 
came to receive me in a very courteous man- 
ner. He took off my cloak-bag himſelf, and 
carrying it on his ſhoulders, conducted me to 
a chamber. One of his ſervants, in the mean 
time led my mule to the ſtable, 

This innkeeper was the moſt notorious goſ- 
fiper in all Aſturias, and as prompt to relate 
all his own affairs without being aſked, as cu- 
rious to know thoſe of other people. He told 
me his name was Andrew Corcuelo; that he 
had ſerved a Jong time in the king's troops in 
the quality of ſerjeant, and that about fifteen 
months ago he quitted the ſervice, to marry one 
of Caſtropol's ee who, though much 
tanned, was a tempting morſe}, He told us 
a number of other things, that I would rather 
he had let alone, 

Having made me the confident of his ſe- 
crets, he thought himſelf entitled in conſe- 
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quence to know my mind, and aſked me why 


1 was, whence I came, and whither J was 


going. 

There was no avoiding anſwering every ar- 
ticle, becauſe he accompanied each queſtion 
with a very profound reſpect, moſt humbly be- 
ſeeching me at the ſame time to pardon his 
curioſity. Having got into a deep converſa- 
tion with him, I told him my deſign of, and 
reaſons for, ſelling my mule, in order to tra- 
vel the reſt of my journey with a mule-driver. 

He approved my notion, and not in a ſuc- 
cinct manner, for he entered into a minute de- 
tail of all the diſagrecable accidents I might 
be liable to on the road. Nay, he recounted 
to me ſeveral tragic adventures that had hap- 
pened to travellers. For my part, I imagined 
he would never have done. 

However, he at laſt finiſhed his tedious diſ- 
couiſe, by informing me that if J were real! 
inclined to fell my mule, he knew a very honeſt 
fellow who would become the purchaſer. 
Upon my replying that I ſhould like to deal 
with him, oft ran the landlord to fetch him, 
and without being prayed. 

He ſoon returned with his friend, whom he 
preſented to me; at the ſame time extolling 
his probity. We three went into the yard, and 
had the mule brought out, which was made 
to paſs and repaſs before the mule jockey, 
who, examining the brute from head to foot, 
found ſeveral taults with him. 
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I confeſs my mule was no object for pane- 
fl in the pope's 


He declared, it had 


and, to affirm the truth of his aflertions, ap- 
plied to the landlord, who had his private rea- 
Aons for backing him. In conſequence, I fold 


my mule for a very trifle ; for three ducats. 


My andy, next kind office was to go 

uleteer, who was to ſet out 
next morning for Aſtorga. Upon a bargain 
{truck between us, he faid he would come 
himſelf to awaken me betimes. As we re- 
turned to my landlord's houſe, he amuſed me 


on the way with the hiſtory of the muleteer, 


and other equally intereſting ſubjects. 
] was happily relieved from his impertinence 
by the approach of a genteel looking perſon, 


who addreſſed Corcuelo the landlord in a very 


civil manner, | left them together, without 
having the leaſt ſuſpicion of my being the ſub- 


ject of their diſcourſe, 


I had no ſooner entered the inn, than I cal- 
led for my ſupper. It being a faſt day, the 
anſwer was, [ could have nothing but eggs, 
As toon as they were dreiled, I fat down at 
table by myſelf ; but had ſcarce put the firſt bit 
in my mouth, when in came the landlord, ac- 
companied by the very perſon that I had ſeen 
accoſt him in the ſtreet, He ſeemed to be 
above thirty years of age, and had a long ſword 
by his fide, 
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I was not a little ſurpriſed at his coming up 
to, and accoſting me thus, „Moſt learned 
„ young gentleman, I have this moment learn- 
ed that you are the celebrated Gil Blas de 
“ Santillane, the ornament of Oviedo, and 
de the great luminary of philoſophy. Is it 
“ poſſible that ſo young a man as you can be 
% ſo learned as the world gives out?” Then 
turning from me to the people of the houſe, 
he ſaid, Good folks, you do not well know 
«© what a treaſure you poſſeſs to-night. In 
„ this young entleman you ſee the eighth 
* wonder of the world.” —Strait with aftect- 
ed tranſports he threw his arms about my 
neck, praying me at the ſame time to excule 
his exceſs of joy at ſeeing me. 

As ſoon as I had diſentangled myſelf from 
his embraces, and recovered breath, he having 
almoſt ſtifled me with kindneſs, I made him 
a modeſt anſwer, and ſuitable to the occaſion : 
but that ſerved only to provoke his panegyric, 
and that to ſuch a violent degree, as, had I 
not been quite unexperienced in the world, I 
muſt have ſeen through the cheat. But my 
youth and vanity made a meer gudgeon of me, 
and I took in ſo friendly a part all he had been 
pleaſed to ſay, as to think it incumbent to in- 
vite him to ſit down and ſup with me. 7 

With all my heart,” replied my admirer, 
of whom I had conceived the hi heft opinion; 
«© I lock upon it as fo lucky a hit to have met 
„Don Gil Blas de Santillane, that I ſhould 
* be an enemy to myſelf not to protract m= 

« {aj 
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% ſaid happineſs as long as I can: wherefcre, 
% good fir, although I have no manner of 
„ appetite, I will fit down with you, and 


merely by way of complaiſance, eat a few 


„ hits to keep you in countenance, as I know 


« jt is irkſome to many to cat alone.“ 
If I thought myſelf happy in this ſtranger's 


company, he was not in a leſs happy ſtate at 
the pleaſing ſight and ſmell of a ſupper, which 
I believe was not a very common meal with 
him. x 


My panegyriſt ſat over againſt me. As ſoon 


as a napkin was brought to him, he fell in 


ſuch a voracious manner upon the omelet, as 


it he had not eat for three days. By the po- 


lite manner he laid about him, I ſaw it would 
be ſoon devoured, therefore ordered a ſecond, 


which was ſo quickly got ready as to he 


bd = 
* 


brought on the table when we, or rather he, 
had finiſhed the firſt. 

Notwithſtanding his celerity in eating, which 
kept an equal pace, he vollied off compliment 


upon compliment at me, without doing the 


\T I ©, 
1 


leaſt wrong to his ſtomach. He was happy in 
* and I not leſs fo in the praiſes he la- 
viſhed on me. 

He drank frequently ; one time to my health ; 
at another to. that of my father or mother, 
whom he looked upon as the happieſt couple 
in the world to have ſuch a fon as I was. He 
filled my glaſs every time inſiſting that I ought 


to do honour to his toaſts. 
1 I readily 
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an readily complied with his defire, by doing 
honour to the healths he gave, which, joined 
to his other adulations, put me in ſo good- 


c 


* 
l 


natured a mood, as that ſeeing the ſecond 


omelet was drawing near its end, I aſked the 
landlord if we could not have ſome fiſh. 

. Gafter Corcuelo, who very likely was in 
intelligence with the hungry paraſite, anſwered 
briſkly, „ Yes, my noble maſter, I have an 
excellent trout, but it will come dear to thoſe 
who ſhall eat it.—It is a tit bit, and above 
your cut,” | 

* What do you mean, you raſcal ?” replied 
my flatterer to Rim in a reſentful tone, “ by a 
de tit bit, and above your cut? you muſt 
% ſurely have loſt your common Lale, you 
„ blockhead. Do you know, fellow, that 
«« you cannot have any thing in your houſe 
too good for ſo accompliſhed a young gen- 
« tleman as Gil Blas de Santillane, who de- 
&« ſerves to be treated like a prince,” 

I was highly pleaſed with his reſenting the 
landlord's impertinent objection, and in fo do- 
ing he had but prevented me; for I was fo 
ſtung at Corcuelo's holding me cheap, that I 
huffingly bid him, “ Serve up your trout, 
« friend, and do not trouble yourſelf about any 
« thing elſe.” | 

The Jurching ſcoundrel, who deſired no bet- 


ter, ſet about getting it ready, and ſoon ſerved 
it upon the table. I ſaw a glance of 105 in 
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my paraſite's eyes on viewing the new di 
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which, thro* an extraordinary effort of his po- 
teneſs, he fell as violently as on the omelet. 
i He was, however, obliged to give up at laſt, 


bor fear of a diſagreeable accident, being per- 
fectly gorged. Having eat and drunk as much 


as he could, he was reſolved to put an end to 
the farce he was playing ; therefore, getting 
p from the table, Magnificent Gil Blas, 


Mid he, „being thoroughly ſatisfied with the 


good treat you have given me, I think my- 
{elf bound in return to give you this im- 


„portant advice, which you ſeem to ſtand in 
„ need of. Be henceforward diffident of thoſe 


% who ſhall praiſe you. Be cautious how you 
& act with, or unboſom yourſelf to ſtrangers. 

Lou may hereafter meet with people who 
« will divert themſelves by impoſing on your 


„ credulity, and puſh matters perhaps farther. 
60 Do not you be their dupe, nor believe your- 
« ſelf to be the eighth wonder of the world.“ 


Having finiſhed his inſulting advice, he laugh- 


ed in my face and walked off. 


I was as much affected by this impoſtor's 


treatment, as by any more ſerious diſgrace that 
has ſince happened to me. I could not for- 


give my being ſo eaſily impoſed on, or it was 
rather the unexpected humbling of my pride 


that had ſtung me to the quick. “ This 


4 treacherous raſcal,” quoth I, has been mak- 


ing his game of me all the time; and in all 


6 probability this is a concerted affair between 


„him and my landlord, and for this purpoſe 


— 


it was that they ſpoke together, 4 
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« Ah, poor Gil Blas, thou ſhouldſt die ed 
ce with ſhame to have let thyſelf be an ob- bug 
* ject of ridicule to two ſuch varlets. They 72 
vill certainly cook up a fine ſtory out of M. 
the affair, which very poſſibly may reach eagh 
© Oviedo, and be repeated there to my no whe 
* great credit. My afflicted parents will re- 7 
„ pent their having thrown away ſo much cog 
„advice upon a fool. Inſtead of adviſing me ma 
& not to cheat any body, they ſhould have bull 
4 counſelled me not to let myſelf be cheated.” Jett 

Agitated by ſuch mortifying thoughts, and te. 
inflamed with indignation, I locked myſelf » 
up in my chamber, and flounced into bed, bu 
But ſleep I could not; nor had I cloſed an eye, ni 
when the mule-driver came to inform me, that Ca 
he only waited for me to ſet out. th 

I got up immediately, and as I was dreſſing 
myſelf, Corcuelo came into the room with a 
bill of what I had, in which the trout cut 
no ſmall figure. I was not only obliged to 
give him all he aſked, but alſo to bear with 
the ſcoundrel's ſcoffing at me, on account of 
the adventure that had happened. 

As ſoon as I had paid him for a ſupper 
which I could not at any rate digeſt, I re- 
paired to the mule-driver with my cloak- bag, 
uttering hearty curſes againſt the paraſite, the 
inn, and the landlord, 
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I had the pleaſure to find that there was 
other company beſides me with the mule- driver, 
to wit, two young gentlemen of Penafler, a 

Kondonnedo, who _— } 
e 


little choriſter of 
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t die ec in ſtrolling about the country, and a young 
ob- buggher of Aſtorga, then returning with his 
They ng wife, whom he had juſt. married at 
ut of Wgco. We ſoon made acquaintance with 
each eagh other, every body chearfully telling from 
no whence he was come, and whither going. 
re- The new-married woman was of ſo black a 
wch complexion, that ſhe was quite untempting to 
me my therefore had no attraction for my eyes: 
ave bag her youth and plumpneſs ſmote the mu- 
* cer, who reſolved to do all in his power 
and te obtain her good favour towards him. 
rſelf He ruminated on this project all that day, 
bed. but deferred the execution of it to the laft 
ye, night of the journey, which was to be at Ca- 
hat cabelos. He made us alight at the firſt inn 
there, that was rather in the country than in 
ing the town. He had experienced the landlord 
1 a tobe a diſcreet and complaifant fellow. 
ut His firſt care was to have us ſhewed into a 
to remote chamber, where he let us ſup in quiet. 
th As we had juſt finiſhed, he ruſhed in upon us 
of in a furious manner, ſwearing, ** *Sdeath I 
have been robbed. I had a hundred piſtoles 
er in a leathern purſe : I muſt have them again. 
e- I'll this moment to the magiſtrate of the 
g, “ town, who does not underſtand raillery in 
ze “ ſuch affairs. So, my honeſt folks, you muſt 
all undergo the queſtion, till ſuch time as 
s you ſhall confeſs your crime, and return 
„ F< the money,” Having thus explained him- 
a elf in a tone of voice natural enough to a 
Ii man who: had been robbed, he went out 4 
d - t 
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the room, where we remained in the greateſt 
aſtoniſhment. 

It never once came into our heads that all 
this might have been only a feint, becauſe we 
did not ſufficiently know each other, On my 
fide, I ſuſpected the little choriſter, who, per- 
haps, had not a more favourable opinion of 
me. In fine, we were a parcel of young fools, 
and not knowing what formalities are obſerved 
in ſuch caſes, we apprehended that we ſhould 
immediately be put into dureſſe. 

Therefore as our fears dictated, we hurried 
out of the chamber, each taking a different 
way; one run to the ſtreet, another to the 

arden; every man of us ſtrove to ſave him- 
elf as well as he could. Even the young 
burgher of Aſtorga was ſo ſcar'd at the thought 
of being put to the queſtion, that he run off 
as Æneas had done from the flames of Troy, 
leaving his wife behind him. ENCES 

But the muletteer, (as I have ſince learned) 
more incontinent than his mules, finding that 
his ſtratagem had ſucceeded according to his 
with, went to make his boaſt of it to the 
new-married lady that was left alone, and 
proficd her to let him profit of the occaſion. 

ut this Lucretia of Aſturias was ſo provoked 
by the inſolence and uglineſs of her woer, 
that ſhe exerted her ſtrength, and made a vigo- 
rous reſiſtance, ſcreaming aloud all the time. 

The patrol happening at that juncture to 
be near the inn, which it knew to be an object 


worthy of its attention, entered to demand the 


2 cauſe 


at” 


GIL BLAS de SAN TILLANE. 17 
cauſe of the outcry they had heard. The 


landlord was ſinging in his kitchen, and pre- 


tended he heard none : but the commander of 
the patrole obliged him to ſhew them the 
chamber from whence the noife was heard, 
They came in the very nick of time, for 
the poor Aſturian lady was almoſt overcome. 
The captain of the patrol being a ſurly 
brutiſh chap, the moment he diſcovered the 
cauſe of the cries, without aſking leave, let 
fly five or ſix blows of his halberd on the back 
of the amorous muleteer, uſing terms to the 


lecher as offenſive to modeſty, as the very deed - 


he was about to perpetrate. 

But the captain did not ſtop there : he had 
the culprit taken into cuſtody, and carried be- 
fore the judge of the place, whither alſo the 
lady plaintift was conducted; who, notwith- 
ſtanding the diſorder the fellow had thrown 
her into, was determined to go and demand 
immediate juſtice for the indignity which had 
becn offered to her. 

The judge heard her accuſation with great 
attention, and having thoroughly conſidered her 
caſe, declared the culprit unworthy of pardon ; 
therefore ordered him to be ſtripped immedi- 


ately, and whipped in her preſence. He alſo 


added to his ſentence, that if her huſband 
ſhould not be found the next day, two archers, 
at the ſole expence of the delinquent muleteer, 
ſhould conduct her in ſafety to the city of 
Aſtorga. 
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For my part, more terrified than all the reſt 
were, I ran quite wild about the country, 
ſcampering through fields, thickets, and jump. 
ing over every impediment I met in my way, 
till at laſt I had got near a foreſt, into which 
I was going to plunge, in order to hide myſelf 
among the thickeſt buſhes. 

But this deſign was prevented by two men 
'on horſeback preſenting themſelves before me, 
They cried out, “ Vho goes there?“ Dil- 
abled by the ſurprize I was in to make them 
an immediate anſwer, they came up to me, 
each cocking a piſtol to my breaſt, They EÞ 
commanded me to tell them who I was, from 
whence I came, whither going, what buſineſs 
I had in the foreſt ; and charged me not to 
conceal any thing from them, 

In order to anſwer their ſeveral] interrogato- 
ries, which had pretty near the ſame effect or 
upon me as the queſtion the muleteer had my 
threatened to regale us with, I told them with tra 
a trembling voice, that I was a young man of ee 
Oviedo going to Salamanca. I then related Far 
to them my late alarm at the inn, and that I Hate 
had run to the place they met me, that L 
might eſcape being put to the queſtion. alc 

he ſimplicity of my anſwer made my exa- wi 

miners burſt into a fit of laughter. Cou- PU 

rage, my lad,” ſaid one of the two, „ diſmiſs th 

« your fears; come along with us, we will ta 
& put you in a place of ſafety.“ He then 

made me get up behind him on his horſe, [ 

and away they rode deep into the foreſt, 1 W 
| 


 - 0” > > 
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I did not know what to make of this ren- 

ounter ; I however imagined that it would 
ather end in good than evil; for thus I rea- 
oned with myſelf, If theſe two were high- 
* waymen, they would have robbed, and per- 
haps murdered me : but by their kind treat- 
ment of me, they muſt be worthy gentle- 
men of the country, who ſeeing me ſo ter- 
rified, have, from a motive of charity, ta- 
ken me under their care,” 
I was not let to remain long in doubt, 
or after having made ſome windings with 
great filence and caution, we came to the foot 
pf a hill, where we alit. Then one of the 
wo informed me, This, my lad, is our 
* dwelling-place,” 

I looked all round, but could not perceive 
ither houſe or cottage, or any the leaſt apology 
or a place of — in the mean time 


ny two new friends raiſed up a large wooden 


rap covered with turf and brambles, that con- 
ealed the entrance of a long, ſloping, ſubter- 
aneous alley, into which the horſes immedi- 
ately dived, being long accuſtomed to it. 

My diſmounted guides made me deſcend 
along with them, then pulled down the trap, 
which they made faſt with cords fixed for that 
purpoſe ; and thus, O courteous reader, was 
the nephew of Gil Perez, the honeſt canon, 
taken like a mouſe in a mouſe trap. | 

I immediately found what kind of gentry 
I was aſſociated with, and my former fears 
were now expelled by the preſent one, and = 

mo 
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moſt all my faculties were ſuſpended. I con. 
cluded that I ſhould loſe both my life and 
ducats. Therefore looking upon mylelf as: 
victim ready to be ſacrificed upon the altar, | 
advanced between my two conductors, more 
like a dead than a living man; who, on per- 
celving I trembled, deſired me to fear nothing, het 
but their advice was all to no purpoſe. ' a 

When we bad made about two hundred. 
paces turning and winding, but {till deſcend 
ing, we entered into a ſtable illumined by two<*) 
large iron lamps ſuſpended from the cieling. 2 
There was plenty of ſtraw, and ſeveral barrels}? 
full of barley. Twenty horſes might lie com- 
modiouſly there, but then there happened toto 
be but the two belonging to our company. PP 

A negro, vigorous though in years, faſtened 
them to the manger. From the ſtable we pro- 
ceeded by the ſcanty light of ſome other lamps, 
whoſe ſtarved glare was but juſt ſufficient to 
reveal the horrors of the place, to the kitchen, 
where an old woman was broiling ſome meat 
on the fire, and preparing ſupper. 

The kitchen was decorated with all neceſſary 
utenſils, and near it was a larder well furniſh- 
ed with all forts of proviſion. The cook, 
— perſon I think well worthy of being de- 
cribed) was above ſixty years of age. In her 
youth her hair had been of a very ſtrong ney 
colour, for her locks were not as yet ſo muc 
ſnowed over by age, but ſome tincts of the ori- b 
ginal colour appeared here and there. 

| Beſides || | 
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Beſides the dark olive colour of her com- 
lexion, ſhe had a ſharp- pointed chin, with 
r. [Weep ſunk lips, over which deſcended a mon- 
* Mrous aquiline noſe, Her eyes were orna- 


CON. 
and 
as 2 


we nented with broad ſcarlet rings. One of 
no hem, as he preſented me to this angel of 


S Harkneſs, thus addreſſed her: “Dame Leo- 
lredll' narda, here is a handſome. young fellow we 
nq.&F< bring to you:“ Then turning to, and ob- 
-wolerving me quite pale and terrified, he bid me 
ne. Mot to be afraid, ſaying, that no evil ſhould 
res befal me with them: that having wanted a va- 
m- et to aſſiſt their cook, it was 1 fortune 
toto have been found by them, and thus conti- 

nued he in great kindneſs: 
I) Phd ſhall have the place that a young 
o-“ man had here, who died about fifteen days 
ps, “ ago. He was a lad of a "ay delicate com- 
to f plexion; but you appear of a more robuſt 
n, ( conſtitution, will endure fatigue better, and 
eat ©* conſequently not die ſo ſoon. 
The truth is, that you will not ſee the ſun 
"7 by in haſte again; but in return you ſhall live 
h. well, and have a good fire. You will paſs 
k, your time here agreeably with Leonarda, 
e. who is one of the beſt-natured creatures 
er alive. You ſhall have every thing here you 
1y | can deſire. Do not imagine you are in a 
4 den of beggars :” which to prove he took a 
;_ | torch in his hand, and bid me follow him. 
He brought me into a cellar, where I ſaw a 
os | great quantity of bottles, and earthen pots well 
corked, and which he told me were all full of 
an 


rr —— ro. 


band.“ 
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an excellent wine. He made me afterward} T 
paſs through ſeveral chambers, in ſome © ad t 
which were pieces of cloth, in others woolle 1d 
and ſilken ſtuffs. guy 

I diſcovered in a cave gold and ſilver, and 2 poll 
deal of plate with different arms thereon. Irn 
afterwards followed him into a ſpacious ſalon A 
that was illuminated by three braſs ſconces 
m ſerved as a communication to other cham- 

ers. 

There he aſked me a few queſtions, as what fate 
was my name, and why I had left Oviedo, 
As ſoon as I had ſatisfied his curioſity he re- 
plied,. << Well, Gil Blas, ſince you have quit- 
ted the place of your nativity in order to 
get a good poſt for life, you muſt have been 
“ born under a lucky ftar, to have fallen into E**7 
« our hands. I told you ſo at firſt. You will 
« live here in plenty, may roll in gold andy 
« filver, and all that in fafety 3 for the en- es 


« trance to this ſubterraneous abode is known BB? 
but to me and my comrades ; and can never he 
be diſcovered, were the officers of juſtice Im 
<« to come ever ſo often in queſt of us. 1 have UF”? 
<< followed this way of life fifteen years. My 

name is Rolando, and I am captain of the B 


He had juſt finiſhed what he had to fay to If 
me, when fix new faces appeared in the ſalon. 
It was the lieutenant returned with five of the I 
troop, who had brought in a good booty, to 
wit, two hampers full of ſugar, cinnamon, 
pepper, figs, almonds, &c, — .- ; 

/ 2 The 
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The lieutenant informed the captain that he 


oad taken them from a grocer of Benevento, 


id his mule alſo. Having given an exact ac- 
ount of his expedition at the bureau, the 


Ipoil was brought into the office, They then 


urned all their thoughts to jollity, 

A large table being ſpread in the ſalon, I 
vas diſpatched to gammer Leonarda, that ſhe 
night inſtruct me in my new office, I was 
bliged to yield to neceflity, ſeeing my hard 


Fate would have it ſo, and filently — 


y grief, prepared in the beſt manner I coul 
o ſerve the worthy company. 

I began by ſetting out the beaufet, on which 

ranged in order the ſilver goblets, and ſeve- 
al earthen bottles filled with that excellent 
ine Rolando had fo highly extolled. 
I afterwards ſerved up two ragouts, which 
ere no ſooner on the table than the company 
ſeated themſelves. "They fell to with a very 
good appetite, and I waited behind in order to 
help them with wine ; of which I acquitted 
myſelf ſo well, as to deſerve all their compli- 
ments on that head, 

The captain told them my ſtory ; that I was 
a lad of merit, and that there was no danger 
to praiſe me to my face, They all joined in 
ſaying very civil things to me, and kindly con- 
cluded that I ſeemed to have been born pur- 
poſely to ſerve as their butler, and that I was- 
infinitely preferable. to my predeceſſor in that 
office; ſince whoſe death Leonarda had the- 
honour of preſenting their nectar to * 
| ern 
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fernal deities ; which from that time they de- ; 
prived her of, and inveſted me with: thus be- 
come a new Ganimedes, I ſucceeded to this 
old and deformed Hebe. 

A large piece of roaſt-meat ſerved up after 
the ragout, blunted the edge of the company's 
appetites, who having drunk in proportion to 
their eating, were all become of a merry mood, 
and in conſequence very noiſy. 

They ſet a jabbering all together; one be- 


gins to tell a — another recounts a bon 2 
mot, a third roars like a Bacchanalian, a fourth = 


falls a ſinging. In ſo confuſed a noiſe no- 10 
thing diſtinct could be heard. a 
Rolando at length wearied with the noiſy 
ſcene, in which he had no ſmall ſhare, though 
to little purpoſe, ſpoke in a tone of voice to 
impoſe ſilence on the reſt : * Gentlemen, give 
attention to the propoſition I make to you. = 
& Inſtead of deafening each other by Sealing | 
all together, would it not be much better, if I 
© we were to converſe like rational beings. IF ©. 
« There is a thought come into my head which I} , 
may afford us ſome entertainment. 

as Cince we have been together, we have ||| © 
never had the curioſity to enquire the hiſtory I ., 
« of each other's family, and by what ſeries |} ., 
of adventures we were brought to our pre- || . 
* ſent profeſſion ; and this gentleman appears . 
© to me a ſubject well worthy of being known. . 
Therefore let us with a mutual confidence. 
« make each in our turn a candid _— 

| | © for 


cc 


de- 


F< preſent.” | 


e 
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for the general amuſement of the company 


The lieutenant and the others, as if they 
ad ſome very clever adventures to relate, 
accepted with warm demonſtrations of joy 

eir captain Rolando's propoſition; who, in 
humble deference to his rank, was compli- 
mented with taking the lead, and he cheartully 
told them the ſtory of his life. , 
From their reſpective narratives it was not 
at all ſurpriſing to ſee them aſſociated. They 
then- talked promiſcuouily of other matters re- 
ative to their profeſſion, and what plan the 
ſhould put next in execution. After which 
they roſe from table, and retired to their beds, 
whither each lighted himſelf with a bougie. 

I attended captain Rolando to his chamber, 
who, whilſt I helped to undreſs him, ſaid to 
me, „Now, friend Gil Blas, you have. ſeen 


„ho we live; always in pleaſure. Hatred or 


« envy can get no footing amongſt us. We 
«© have never the leaſt diſpute, There is 
* more harmony among us than is to be found 
„in any convent of friars. 
Thou wilt lead a fine life here, my lad, 
<« for I do not think thee fo great a blockhead, 
eas to have any ſcruple to live with robbers. 


« For after all, does not the generality of 


« mankind rob as eſſentially as we do? yes, 
„Gil Blas, every man deſires to appropriate 
„to himſelf his neighbour's goods, if he 
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fernal deities ; which from that time they de-. 
prived her of, and inveſted me with : thus be- 
come a new Ganimedes, I ſucceeded to this 
old and deformed Hebe. 

A large piece of roaſt-meat ſerved up after 
the ragout, blunted the edge of the company's 
appetites, who having drunk in proportion to 
their eating, were all become of a merry mood, 
and in conſequence very noiſy. 

They ſet a jabbering all together; one be- 


gins to tell a ſtory, another recounts a bon - 
mot, a third roars like a Bacchanalian, a fourth = 


falls a ſinging. In ſo confuſed a noiſe no- 1 
thing diſtinct could be heard. 
Rolando at length wearied with the noiſy 


ſcene, in which he had no ſmall ſhare, though wi 
to little purpoſe, ſpoke in a tone of voice to | 
impoſe ſilence on the reſt : Gentlemen, give . 
<< attention to the propoſition I make to you. i 
© Inſtead of deafening each other by waking - 


all together, would it not be much better, if 
© we were to converſe like rational beings. 
There is a thought come into my head which 
“may afford us ſome entertainment. 

6 Lince we have been together, we have 
c never had the curioſity to enquire the hiſtory 
« of each other's family, and by what ſeries 
of adventures we were brought to our pre- 
<« ſent profeſſion ; and this gentleman appears 
to me a ſubject well worthy of being known. 
«« Therefore let us with a mutual confidence. 
% make each in our turn a candid . 

| cc or 
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F< for the general amuſement of the company 


« preſent.” 


. 


The lieutenant and the others, as if they 
ad ſome very clever adventures to relate, 


Accepted with warm demonſtrations - of joy 


eir captain Rolando's propoſition; who, in 
humble deference to his rank, was compli- 
mented with taking the lead, and he cheartully 
told them the ſtory of his life. g 

From their reſpective narratives it was not 
at all ſurpriſing to ſee them aſſociated. They 
then talked promiſcuouſly of other matters re- 
lative to their profeſſion, and what plan ear 
ſhould put next in execution. After whic 
they roſe from table, and retired ta their beds, 
whither each lighted himſelf with a bougie. 

I attended captain Rolando to his chamber, 
who, whilſt I helped to undreſs him, ſaid to 


me, Now, friend Gil Blas, you have ſeen 


% how we live; always in pleaſure. Hatred or 
« envy can get no footing amongſt us. We 
«© have never the leaſt diſpute. There is 
* more harmony among us than is to be found 
„in any convent of friars. | 

„Thou wilt lead a fine life here, my lad, 
for I do not think thee ſo great a blockhead, 
<« as to have any ſcruple to live with robbers. 
« For after all, does not the generality of 
« mankind rob as eſſentially as we do? yes, 
Gil Blas, every man deſires to appropriate 
„to himſelf his neighbour's goods, if he 


©. can, 
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© This ſentiment is univerſal amongſt the 
c human ſpecies ; the only difference is in the 
manner of carrying it into execution. Con- 


% querors, for example, ſeize on the domi- 
5 nions of their neighbours. People of fa- 
c ſhion borrow money with an intent of ne- 


c ver returning it. Bankers, treaſurers, dea- 


lers in exchange, clerks and merchants, 
<© whether in wholeſale or retale, are not very 


liable to icruples.” 

There is no neceſſity to enter into any de- 
© tail about the officers appointed for the ex- 
ecution of juſtice, it being pretty generally 
« known what their practice is. It muſt, 
© however, be confeſſed that they act more 
«© humanely than we do; for we often take 
«© away the life of the innocent, and they 
„ ſave that of the guilty.” 


As ſoon as Rolando had put an end to this 


apology for his profeſſion, he went to bed 
and I returned to the ſalon, in order to take 
away the table, and ſettle every thing in its 
proper place. That done, I went into the 


kitchen, where Domingo (that was the name 


of the old negro) and Leonarda who were at 
ſupper, ſaid they had waited for me. 

I fat down with them, although I had no 
appetite. I found I could not eat, and thoſe 
two equally engaging figures obſerving my ſad- 
neſs, attempted. to comfort me. Why af- 
« fAict yourſelf thus, my ſon ?”” ſaid the old 
beldam. Lou ſhould rather return thanks 
to Providence for your being here. You are 

cc young, 


* 
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ce young, and ſeem to be of a very pliant diſ- 
c poſition, You would ſoon be loſt in the 
&« world, wicked as it is at preſent. Lou 
« would meet with libertine companions, that 
« would make you give into all forts of de- 
cc bauchery : whereas here your innocence is 
ce in a port of ſafety.” 

« Leonarda ſays true,” added the old ne- 
groe in a grave tone. Beſides, what is there 
„ to be met with in the world but trouble? 
offer then your thanks to heaven, young 
4 man, for being at once delivered from all 
ce the perils, difficulties and aMictions life is 
& expoſed to.“ 

I bore their diſcourſe quietly, becauſe it 
would have been of no ſervice to me to re- 
ſent it. Domingo at length having eaten and 
drunk ſufficiently, retired to his ſtable. 

Leonarda 101 a lamp in her hand, and con- 
ducted me into a den, the burial-place of all 
the robbers who died naturally, There was 
fixed a kind of hutch-bed, that had more the 
look of a tomb than of any thing elſe.“ This 
6 5 your bed - chamber, friend,” ſaid my 

uide. 

The young man whoſe place you have 
& the honour and happineſs to fill, ſlept there as 
c long as he lived, and repoſes under it after 
« death. He let himſelf pine away in the 
very flower of his age. Be not you fo 
„ great a ſimpleton as to follow his exam- 
ce ple.” Having finiſhed her odious diſcourſe, 

R ſhe 
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ſhe gave me the lamp, and returned to her 
kitchen. IR: 

I put the lamp on the ground, and threw 
myſelf into this kind of ſepulchral bed, not ſo. 
much to enjoy the ſweets of reſt, as to rumi- 
nate upon my unhappy ſituation. , * Good 
„ heaven,” quoth, I, „ what deſtiny ſo cruel 
as mine | To be thus deprived of the light 
© of day; to be thus buried alive at the age 
© of eighteen! to be the menial ſervant of 


. «© robbers, with whom I am condemned to 


„ paſs my days; and for additional comfort 
„ my nights with the dead!“ 

Theſe bitter and mortifying thoughts drew 
from me a ſhower of tears. I curſt a thouſand 
times my uncle's ſcheme of ſending me to 
Salamanca. I ſincerely repented my having 
been ſo much afraid of the juſtice of Cacabe- 
los, and wiſhed to be there, though undergo- 
ing the queſtion. 

But when I conſidered that this was con- 
ſuming myſelf to no purpoſe . in vain com- 
plaints, I began to think on ſome means of 
eſcaping. * Sure,” ſaid I to myſelf, “ it is 
« not impoſſible to get out of this place. 
« The robbgrs are now faſt aſleep, and fo 
« anon will be the negroe and Leonarda:: 
« then may not I, by the light of this lamp, 
« find the long alley by which I deſcended 
« into this hell? It is too true, I fear, I have 
« not ſtrength enough to raiſe the trap that 
« covers the entrance to it ; but let me try, 
« however. I am reſolved to have nothing 
- | | „ to 
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ce to reproach myſelf with: my deſperate ſitu- 
ation will perhaps furniſh me with ſtrength 
« ſufficient, and I may perhaps make my 
<« eſcape.” 

Having formed this great deſign, I got up 
as ſoon as 1 believed Leonarda and Domingo 
were aſleep. 

took the lamp, and ftole on tip-toe from 
my dungeon, recommending myſelf to all the 
ſaints in paradiſe. I had ſome difficulty to find 
out the windings of this new labyrinth. How- 


ever, I got to the door of the ſtable, and diſ- 


covered the long alley I was in queſt of, I tript 
lightly along with a heart full of joy, in hopes 
of coming ſoon to the trap. 

But alas, how great was my diſappointment 
at mecting in the middle of the alley an iron 
gate made faſt, and whoſe bars were ſo cloſe 


to each other, there was no getting my hand 


between them. I was quite dejected by 


this new obſtacle, which I had not ſeen as J qt 


was brought in, becauſe it then lay open. 

As I was making every effort in my power 
to force it open, I felt a volley of ſtrokes with 
a bull's pizzle on my back. I roared ſo loud, 
that all the ſubterraneous realm was alarmed 
thereat. Looking behind me I ſaw the old ne- 
groe in his ſhirt, who held in one hand a dark 
lanthorn, and in the other the inſtrument of 


my puniſhment. 


So, ſo, my pretty maſter,” ſaid he, “ you 


want to make your eſcape; but do not thuik 


it in your power to ſteal a march upon me. 


C 3 I heard 
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1 


I heard all your movements. You expected 


<< to be ſure, to find the iron grate open: but 
« learn, ſpark, that henceforwards, upon your 
account, it ſhall be kept more cloſely ſhut. 


„When we detain any perſons here againſt 


% their will, they muſt be cunning ſhavers in- 
« deed, if they can get off from us.” 

In conſequence of my loud cries, two or 
three of the robbers were come up to us, not 
knowing but it might be the officers of juſtice 


in purſuit of them. They alarmed their com- 


panions, and every man put himſelf in a po- 
{ture of defence: but as they learned the real 
cauſe, they fell a laughing, made a jeſt of my 
affliction, and threatened to flea me alive, if 
ever I ſhould make another attempt to eſcape. 

The robbers returned to their beds. The 
old negroe hied to his ſtable, highly pleaſed 
with what he bad done : and I, poor pill-garlick 
ſneaked to my ſepulchral retreat, where I paſ- 
ſed the night in ſighs and tears. For a few 
days after Lore I ſhould die with grief ; 
at beſt I only led a living death : but at laſt 
my good genius inſpired me to diſſemble, which 
I did, by appearing every day to loſe ſomewhat 
of my ſadneſs. 

Nay, I counterfeited ſo well, that even Leo- 
narda and Domingo were deceived. They 
concluded that the bird was grown accuſtomed 
to the cage; nay, Rolando and his compa- 


nions began to think ſo too, for as I poured. 


out their wine to them, I affected to be droll, 
which I found pleaſed them all. 1 
0 
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I ſolicited the honour of being permitted to 
partake of their dangers in the Feld of action, 
hat I might render myſelf worthy of becom- 
ng one of their illuſtrious corps, My view 
as thereby to have an opportunity of eſcap- 
ing. 

The requeſt did not difpleaſe them: how- 
ever, they did not think proper to grant it im- 
mediately, in order to make a farther trial of 
my fincerity. In about ſix months after, I was 
brought out upon fome of their expeditions, 
and received by them as an equal; conſequent- 
ly relieved from waiting on them any longer. 
So the office of ſerving wine at table devolved 
again to Leonarda by my promotion. They 
took off my worn-out dreſs, and accoutred 
me in the cloaths of a gentleman lately rob- 
bed, and all neceſſary arms. They mounted 
me on the ſame gentleman's horſe. From my 
long diſuſe, my eyes at firſt were hurt a little 
with the light of day, but that ſoon went off. 

I was with them on ſeveral of their parties, 
ſtill hoping an opportunity of eſcaping. In 
the laſt I was with them a horrible ſlaughter 
was committed, Four gentlemen who travelled 
on horſeback, and one in a coach with a lady, 
were overpowered and killed by our troop, 
conſiſting of nine, which in the action loſt 
but one, an apoſtate eccleſiaſtic. | 

Having left the ſtripped bodies on the road, 
we brought off their cheſts, portmanteaus and 
horſes, with every thing that was of value, 
and the lady, who was in a ſwoon. - 
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At our return every man was obliged n 
take care of his own horſe, and the newly 
acquired ones, becauſe the old negroe had lain 
ſick a bed for three days. Beſides à violen: 
attack of the gout, the rheumatiſin added ty 
his ſufferings. He had loft the uſe of all hi; 
limbs; he could move nothing but his tongue, 
and that to utter his impatience by moſt blat 
phemous outcries. 


We heeded not the miſcreant, but leaving! 


him to ſwear and blaſpheme as much as he 
pleaſed, we went to the kitchen to take care 
of the lady, who, after ſome time recovered 
from her fainting fit. But as ſoon as ſhe diſ— 
covered herſelf to be in the hands of ſtrangers, 
und ſuch ill-looking ones too, the felt all the 
horror of her ſituation, and raiſed her bright 
eyes, in which terror and deſpair were painted 
as it were to reproach Providence tor the cruel 
diſgrace ſhe was expoſed to. Overpowered by 
a rapid ſucceſſion of ideas, each more terrible 
than the other, ſhe fainted away again, and 
the ruffians were all alarmed leit death ſhould 
rob them of their prey. Rolando judging it 
more proper to leave her to herſelt, than to 
harraſs her with diſagreeable ofters of ſervice, 
ordered her to be carried to Leonarda's bed, 
where ſhe lay abandoned to whatever might 


happen. 

— aro taken a view of our rich ſpoil, and 
talked over the action of the day, weall went 
to (upper in great joy, and it was reſolved to 
ſet out next morning for Manilla ; where we 
imagined 
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di imagincd the affair could not have been heard, 


% to ſell part of our booty, We then went to 1 
lain fee how the lady was, whom we found in the 5 | 
leu fame fituation, a ſcarce breathing monument 10 
doof deſpair, 9 1 
hi. Though the poor lady ſeemed rather dead 
oucY than alive, fome of the gang looked on her 
lar with laſcivious looks that betrayed their brutal 

deſires, which they would have fatished, if ©? 


ine not hindered by Rolando, who remonſtrated 
he to them, that they ſhould wait for her recovery 4 


ar from out of her prefcut ſituation, in which fie 
red was deprived of all ſentiment. 
dif. The reſpect they had for their leader made 


Is, them defer their luſtful deſigns. Nothing leſs 1 
the than the awe of him could have preſerved the | 
ht lady's honour. It is a doubt with me, whether 7 
ed even death would have protected her beautiful 
ie! perſon from their brutality. 

by e left the unbappy lady a prey to her an- 
e guiſh and Leonarda's care, which was Ro- #þ 
id & lando's order, then all retired to bed; wherein 
I J had no ſooner entered, than inſtead of in- 5 
it olining to ſleep, I bent all my thoughts on the 
o & Jady's diſtreſsful ſituation, and the indignities WM 


A ſhe muſt undergo from ſuch ſcoundrels ; which 1 
, J jet about thinking how I ſhould reſcue her 
t from, and to make my eſcape at the ſame Ff 
time. A 4 

it itruck me that the old negroc was bed- | 

ridden, and that fince his malady Leonarda was WM 

1 


entruited with the key of the iron grate. . M 
heart ſwelled with joy at the thought, and 1 
C5 began: WM 
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ing in my ſtratagem, which I put in execution 
in the following manner. 


i I pretended to have a violent cholick, and | 


filled all our lower regions with groans and la- 
mentations. The robbers ſtarted all from 


the matter, I told them I had a moſt terrible 
 Ccholick; and to impoſe the better on them, I 


10 after roared more horribly than ever, and play- 
0 cd variety of convulſions. 

In fine, I acted the cholic ſo well, that the 
robbers not only believed, but ſeemed affected 
with my ſituation, and brought me all the re- 
lief they could; one cramming brandy down 
my throat, another rubbing the ſkin off m 
belly with hot towels, &c. which made me 
ſuffer in earneſt: but in order to put an end 
to their torturing kindneſs, I told them I found 
mylelt better. 

This farce having laſted above three hours, 
and the robbers judging that it was near day, 
prepared to ſet out for Manilla. I pretended 
to be very deſirous of making one of their 
party; but they all voted againſt it on account 
of my indiſpoſition, leſt it ſhould ſeize me on 
the road, which I affected to be forry for. 

When they were gone off, I ſet about exe- 
cuting my ſcheme. Up got Il, took my (word 
and piſtols, went to the kitchen, where 1 found 


Leonarda 
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began to conceive ſanguine hopes of ſucceed- | 


M; their beds, and ran to me, to know what was | 
| 


gnaſhed my teeth, and writhed my body about 
1 in a moſt horrible manner: then I lay quiet 
i for a while, as if the fit was over, but ſoon | 


* 
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Leonarda comforting the diſtreſſed lady in her N | 
impertinent manner, quite offenſive to chaſte U 
Fears. I cocked a piſtol at her head, and told * 
nd her I would blow her brains out, unleſs ſhe 
a- would inſtantly give me up the key of the 
m erate, which her fear made her do without y 
as heſitation. I then addreſſed the afflicted lady, ; 
le „ Behold, Madam, heaven in me has ſent 
I 3 you a deliverer ; riſe and follow me: I will 
ut „ conduct you whither you ſhall defire.” The 
et lady hoping I would protect her honour, (up- 
n on which I bid her be quite caſy) followed me 
— as well as ſhe could. | 

With a cord 1 tied Leonarda to a large ta- 
ble in the kitchen, threatening to kill her it 
the ſhould make the leaſt noiſe : I then lit a 
bougie, and went with the lady into the room 
where the gold and ſilver ſpecic lay. I put as 
much gold into my pockets as they could con- 
tain, deſiting the lady to do as much, I re- 
moved all her ſcruples, by informing her that 
it was her own, 

Having furniſhed ourſelves with a ſufficient 
ſtore of caſh, I went to the ſtable with my 
piſtols cock'd ; but indeed from the negroe's in- 
diſpoſition I apprehended no refiſtance there: 
for- had he oftered the leaſt, I ſhould for ever 
have cured him of his gout and rheumatiſm. 
But he was ſo tormented with his pain, that I 
brought my horle out of the ſtable without his 
even perceiving it. 

The lady waited for me at the door; we 
hurried our way up the alley that led from the 

under- 
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under-ground habitation, opened the grate, ani 
ſoon reached the trap. It was with much dif 
ficulty that we raiſed it, which we never coul 
have done but with the extraordinary ſtrengt 
ſupplied by the deſire of ſaving ourſelves. 

Day began to appear as ſoon as we had 
emerged from that infernal abyſs, which we 
made off from as faſt as we could. I got on 
horſeback, the lady behind me; away we gal- 
loped along the firſt road that preſented itſe!! 
to us, and were ſoon clear of the foreſt, I 
was ſometimes apprehenſive left leading us to 
Manilla, we ſhould meet Rolando, or any of 
his banditti. But luckily things happened other- 
wiſe, for that road leading to Aſtorga, we 
reached there about two o'clock in the after- 
noon, d 

I obſerved all the folk ſtaring at us, as if it 
had been a new ſight for them to ſee a wo- 
man riding behind a man. We put up at the 
firſt inn, where I ordered a partridge and a 
young rabbit to be roaſted. 

While dinner was getting ready, the lady 
and I being ſhewed into a room, we began to 
diſcourſe each other, which we could not do 
on the road, on account of the ſwift rate we 
came at. She declared the mighty obligation 
ſhe was under to me for having ſnatched her 
from ſuch imminent danger; and that ſhe 
could not believe me, by inclination, an aſ- 
ſociate with ſuch barbarous ruffians. 

I related to her the hiſtory of my life, and 
by what accident I fell in among them, which 

con- 
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confirmed the good opinion ſhe had already 


conceived of me. 

I then aſſured her that ſhe might with ſafety 
make me a confidant of her adventures, which 
ſhe kindly conſented to: at the winding up I 
learned that her huſband and three friends had 
been the four gentlemen murdered by the rob- 
bers. 

Our converſation was interrupted by a ſud- 
den noiſe of people ruſhing up ſtairs. It was 
the Corregidor and his eſcorte, who without 
any ceremony came into our chamber. By the 
declaration of a young gentleman with him 
(who had been lately robbed by our gang) 
that it was his coat 1 had on, the lady and 
myſelf were taken into cuſtody, but lodged 
ſeparately. 

The corregidor and his people having ſtript 
me frem top to toe, by way of precaution the 
they deprived me with great tranſport of all 
the money I took from the robbers, and alſo 
of the forty ducats my uncle had given me, 
bidding me at the ſame time not to deſpair. 
They then left me thus plundered, on the 


' ſtraw, to indulge my melancholy reflections. 


All the nurture I got was ſome brown bread 
and water. I ſaw but the jailor, who brought 
me every morning my day's proviſion. The 
ſurly rogue would never anſwer me any queſ- 
tion I put to him. | 

At the expiration of three weeks, in conſe- 
quence of the favourable report given of my 
innocence, by the lady, and of other concur- 


ing 
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ing circumſtances, the corregidor came to the 


priſon and ſpoke to me in pretty near theſe 
terms, 


« Gil Blas, being perſuaded, at length, of 


your having been wrongfully accuſed, and 
& that you may no longer languiſh in confine- 


« ment, I am come to let you free. You! 
may go out as ſoon as you pleaſe ; but ſup- | 


« poſe we ſhould accompany you into the 


* foreſt, might you not be able to diſcover this 


<« ſubterraneous retreat to us.” 

„No, pleaſe your worſhip,” anſwered J, 
« becauſe I was brought to it in the night, and 
made my eſcape from it before day, 1 ſhould 
« not know the place again :” upon which 
the corregidor withdrew, ſaying, that he had 
given orders to the jailor to let me out, who 
came ſoon after into my den with one of the 
door-keepers of the priſon; they let me out 
but in a very wretched trim. 

I determined to go to Burgos, where the 
lady I had delivered then reſided. I was but 
barely enabled to purſue my way thither in a 
ſcanty manner, by the benefaCtion of a few 
reals from a former acquaintance. On account 
of my ſorry attire, I met with ſome indigni- 
ties on the road. Being informed that Donna 
Mercia was retired to a convent, I went thi- 
ther, and prayed the door-keeper to be ſo kind 
as to inform her ladyſhip that a young man 


juſt releaſed from the priſon of Aſterga, ear- 


neſtly deſired the honour of ſpeaking to bag. 
he 
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ne She went as requeſted, and at her return 
eſe Weſired me to- walk into the parlour, where I 
Sad not long remained, before I ſaw appear 
t the gate and all in mourning Donna Mercia, 
ho ſmiling graciouſly on me, ſaid, I am 
glad to ſee 2 young man,“ then obſerv- 
Ing my confuſion on account of my ſhameful 
p- Heſabille, ſhe pray'd, that might not in the 
he Yeaſt embarraſs me, and drew out of her pocket 
his purſe which ſhe gave me, containing one 
undred ducats, in order to buy a decent ap- 
I, Parel, and deſired me to reviſit her. She did not 
nd mean to limit her gratitude for my ſervices to 
11d that ſum. 
ch I returned her ladyſhip a thouſand thanks, 
ad and ſwore I would not leave Burgos without 
ho calling to ſee her. I went ſtreight to an inn 
he Rin order to regale myſelf, nay, make myſelf 
ut reſpected by the diſplay of my caſh, till ſuch 
time as I could be fitted with a ſuit of cloaths 
he Fto my liking. 
ut 1 fent for a merchant taylor who dealt in 
| a cloaths ready made, he came to me with two 
of his men carrying each a large bundle of 
nt cloaths of different colours, which both he 
1i- © and” they expoſed for my inſpection, with a 
na © moſt obſequious politeneſs. I choſe a very 
i- ſhewy one of blue velvet laced with gold, for 
nd which I gave ſixty ducats. 
an I afterwards bought linnen, a hat, ſilk ſtock- 
r- ings, neat ſhoes, and a ſword. With what 
- I pleaſure. did I contemplate myſelf decked out 
he in this new attire! No peacock had ever ſo 
| tondly 
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fondly admired the beauty of his feathers. Thy 
equipped I paid a ſecond viſit to Donna Mer 
cia, who received me in 2 moſt gracious man 
ner, and thanked me again for the great (e! 
vice J had rendered to her, upon which ſeve 
ral compliments paſſed on both fides. 

Her ladyſhip then wiſhing me all ſort « 
proſperity, bad me adieu, and retired witho\ 
making me any other preſent than a ring « 
about thirty pittoles value, which ſhe deſire 
me to keep carefully in remembrance of her. 
I own I looked a little ſurprized at receiving 
no greater preſent from her hands, and being 
a little diflatished returned to my inn, where, 
as I entered, I was overtaken by a man fol- 
lowing cloſe at my heels, who throwing his 
cloak open, let me fee a large packet under 
his arm, which having the appearance of be- 
ing fraught with ſpecie, I ſtared thereon, as 
did ſeveral people ſtanding near us. I fancied 
that I heard the voice of a ſeraphim, when 
this man, laying his packet on the table, ſaid, 
„noble Gil Blas, this is a preſent to you 
from Donna Maria.“ 

In return, Ltrcated the carrier of the ſaid pac- 
ket with the molt profound politeneſs, and the 
minute he departed from me, 1 flew as eager:y 
as a faulcon does to his prey to the packet, 
which I carried off to my chamber in order to 
tell over the contents free from all interrup- 
tion. I found a thouſand ducats, and jul 
reckoned them, when the landlord, who nad 
overheard what the bearer of them aid, was 
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„% come through a ſpirit of curioſity, to hear 
what might be the contents of the ſaid packet. 

He was ſtruck with the fight of fo much 
money ſpread on the table. Good heaven,” 
exclaimed be, „hat a treaſure !”* then added 


“ yourite of the ladies; you are not as yet 
four and twenty hours at Burgos, and you 
have already ſome of our ladies under con- 
& tribution.” My youthful vanity being pleaſed 
with what my conſcience knew to be a lie, I 
did not at firſt take any pains to undeceive 
him, till I found its remorſes too powerful to 
be reliſted, then I told the landlord the hiſtory 
1 of that lady's acquaintance with me. | 
5. Having, by my landlord's advice, who flat- 


ic tered my vanity in all he had ſaid to me, re- 
"©" ſolved to go and try my fortune at Madrid, I 
next morning bought two fine mules for the 
Ed journey, and hired a ſervant of his recommen- 
75 dation, a native of Galicia, called Ambroſe de 
„ Lamela, who appeared to be a diſintereſted, 
"I plain, and devout man. Having purchaſed 
boots and a portmanteau to pack up my cloaths 
0 and caſh in, I paid my landlord his bill, and 
„before the dawn of day ſet out from Burgos 
on my way to Madrid. 
1 The firſt night of our journey we lodged at 
"0 Wl Duenas, and put up at Valladolid the ſecond 
q day about four o'clock in the afternoon. The 


inn we ſtopp'd at ſeemed to be the beſt of the 
city. I left the care of my mules to my ſer- 
* W vant, and went up ſtairs to a chamber, whi- 
ther 


with a ſly leer, „Sir, you mult be a great fa- 
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ther I had my portmanteau carried by one of 
the ſervants of the inn, Being very much fa- 
tigued I threw myſelf upon the bed, without 
having my boots pulled off, and falling im- 
perceptibly aſleep, I did not awake till towards 
night. 

p I awoke I called for my valet Ambroſe 
de Lamela, who was not then in the houſe, 
but ſoon came in. I afked him where he had 
been? he told me with a very pious counte- 
nance, “ that he had been at the next church 
& to offer up his thanks to Providence, for 
having conducted us in ſafety from Burgos int 
% to Valladolid.” I approved of his devotion, Men 
and deſired him to order a fowl to be roaftedMin 
for my ſupper. 

As I was giving him this order, the land- 
lord of the houſe came into my chamber, car- 
rying a flambeau in his hand, to light a lady 
moſt beautiful and young, and moſt magni- 
| ficently drefled. She Can on an elderly gen- 
| tleman, and her train was held up by * 

i Moor. 

I was not a little ſurprized, when this lady, 
after making a moſt profound courtſy, aſked it 
my name was not Don Gil Blas de Santillane, 
The moment I replied in the affirmative, ſhe 
quitted her attendant *{quire, and ran up to 
embrace me with ſuch tranſport of joy, as 

. added to my aſtoniſhment. 

& I cannot be ſufficiently thankful to hea- 

„ven,“ ſaid the, << for this lucky _— 
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Wis it then the noble Gil Blas? you are the 


very perſon I ſeek for.“ 
Ignorant of the cauſe of ſuch fine and warm 
teſtations, .I remembered me of my paraſite 
Penaflor, and behaved ſhy, ſuſpecting her 
yſhip to be one of the ſharping tribe, till 
ſequel of her diſcourſe made me alter my 
nion. „I am,” added ſhe, “ a couſin 
german of Donna Mercia de Moſquera, who 
is ſo greatly obliged to you for the fignal 
ſervice you have done her. I have this very 
morning received a letter from her, which 
informs me of your going to Madrid, and 
entreats that I ſhould make much of you, 
in caſe that you were to paſs threugh Val- 
ladolid.“ 
I] have been theſe two hours paſt running 
from one end of the city to the other, from 
inn to inn, enquiring if any ſtrangers were 
arrived who might anſwer. to the deſcrip- 
tion given of you. By the ſatisfactory an- 
{wer | received from the hoſt of this houſe, 
| concluded immediately that you mult be 
the perſon I was in queſt of, and fince my 
conjecture proves true, I am determined to 
give you all the marks in my power how 
grateful a ſenſe I have for any ſervices done 
to our family, and eſpecially to my dearly 
beloved couſin Donna Mercia de Moſquera. 
I conjure you therefore, fir, in her name 
to come nf take up your lodging at my 


houſe, where you will be infinitely more at 
your eaſe than you can poſlibly be * 
n 


aſked, if Don Raphael was come? they 2: 
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In vain were all my objections, this obligi 
lady prevailed, and having a coach wait! 
for her at the gate of the inn, the took c. 
in perſon to ſee my portmanteau put there; 
giving for reaſon of her ſo doing, the num! 
of thieves that ſwarmed at Valladolid. ca 

I went into the coach with her, and her lig 
attendant ſquire. Thus, through compiaifar 
J let myſelt be carried away from the inn, 
the no ſmall regret of my landlord, who f. 


himſelf deprived of the large bills he fanc a: 
I ſhould. run up at his houſe. W. 

Our coach having been driven for a modi ſa 
rate ſpace of time ſtopt. We alit at a ſpaꝗ hc 
ous houſe of good appearance, and were ſic fo 
ed up to an elegant apartment, illuminaq; ty 


with twenty or thirty wax candles. Seve: 
ſervants were in waiting, of whom the J. 


ſwered, he was not; then turning to me, |: 
ladyſhip was pleaſed to ſay. 

„ Courteous Gil Blas, i expect my brothe; 
return home this evening from a cal: 
« we have at two leagues diſtance from th 
city. How agreeably ſurprized he will | 
* to find here the young gentleman to whe 
* our family is ſo much obliged !” She þ 
ſcarce ſaid the word, when, by a buſtle tro 


below ftairs, we were informed of the coe 
ing of Don Raphael, who ſoon made his | 
pearance above ttairs ; he had the florid air Mea 


youth, and was very well made. 


Ti 
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if: The lady, not able to contain herſelf, cries 
utit in a rapture; © My dear brother, your 
return gives me the higheſt pleaſure, that 

rei you may aſſiſt me to give the gallant Gil 
mo Blas de Santillane a proper reception. We 
can never ſufficiently acknowledge our oh- 

r ligations to him, on account of his impor- 
tant ſervice to Donna Mercia.” E. 
She then pulled a letter out of her pocket, 
d delivered it to her brother, which he open- 
and read aloud : * My dear Camilla, the 
worthy Gil Blas de Santillane, who has 


0M ſaved my life, and what is {till dearer, my 
Pal honour, has juſt ſet out from hence 
ic for the court. He will, in all probabili- 


ty, paſs through Valladolid. I beſeech 
you, by all the ties of blood and friendſhip, 
to ſcek him out, to regale and detain bim 


you will grant me the ſatisfaction, and that 
my deliverer will receive from you and my 
couſin Don Raphael all fort of polite treat- 
ment, which favour {tall for ever be ac- 
knowledged in a diſtinguiſhed manner, by 
75 affectionate kinſwoman.“' 
ated at Burgos. „Donna Mercia.” 
What,“ ſaid Raphael, having finiſhed the 
tter, „it is then to this young gentleman 
our dear couſin is indebted for the fafety of 
her life and honour:“ upon which he re- 
eatedly embraced me. We then ſat down to 
pper, during which all manner of attention 
as paid to me. I ſcarce uttered a ſentence, 
but 


— — _—_ 


a few days with you. I flatter myſelf that 
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but I was complimented for the ſtrong rea pal 
or the wit of it, Nay, Camilla from timeWlon 
time glanced marks of affection to me, {rep 
which I thought ſhe endeavoured to - concY<* 
from her brother. What more flattering fiſh | 
ation could there be for a young man's vaniW<*< 
— by the brother, beloved by the ſiſti 

c. 4 cc 

They had no great difficulty to perſwade W** 
to tarry a few days with them, and which“ 
the readier conſented to, that I might have Y*<* 
opportunity of putting to the teſt my neuf 
enamour'd lady's affection for me. A party 
pleaſure to their country caſtle for the ne 
day was propoſed, to which I chearfully co th: 
| ſented. Having amuſed ourſelves ſufficien 
after ſupper, we retired to bed, 

When I awoke the next morning, I p 
ceived the day was pretty far advanced, I 
ſurprized at my valet's not appearing, after 
orders I had given him to call me up ear] 
but I concluded within myſelf, that hon 
Ambroſe was gone to ſome church to invo 
the protection of heaven for us. Howev: 
at his not coming ſome time after, and at 
diſcovering that my portmanteau was taken 0 
of the chamber, I began to alter my good o 
nion of him. 

I opened my chamber door in ſome emt 
tion, and cried out ſeveral times Ah hyp 
« crite, hypocrite, whither art thou fled' 
on hearing me ſpeak ſo loud, an old man ca 
and aſked-me what I wanted, 'The con 


Pal 
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Wpany you were with went off from my houſe 
long before day-break. © Your houſe, friend!“ 
replied I in amazement; “ Am I not in the 
&« houſe of Don Raphael.” 
&« Alas, I know no ſuch gentleman as you 
« mention,“ rejoined the old man. This 
cc is a houſe of furniſhed lodgings, and I am 
cc the landlord of it. About an hour before I 
&« I ſaw you laſt night, ſir, the lady you ſup- 
„ ped with had been to hire this apartment 
<« for a young grandee, who, as ſhe ſaid, tra- 
& velled incognito. Nay, ſhe paid me before- 
hand that you might not be diſappointed.” 
I immediately ſaw how matters ſtood, and 
that it was all the conſequence of my indiſcre- 
tion, to let the landlord of the inn at Burgos 
into the ſecret of my affairs. He it was re- 
ommended Ambroſe to me, and had, no doubt, 


I wifconcerted the whole affair with his worthy 
r Neo- operators, of whom I ſtrongly ſuſpected the 
ar old man I was ſpeaking to to be one; who on 
ON 


hearing my ſtory, pretended the higheſt afflic- 
tion that any ſuch ſcene of villainy ſhould have 
been acted in his houſe, 

Having ſufficiently bewailed myſelf, I began 
to reflect that inſtead of yielding to adverſity, 
1 ought to make head againſt it. I ſummoned 
all the ſpirits I could, and faid, while I was 


em drefling myſelf, © it is, however, ſome conſo- 
wp lation in my preſent misfortune, that the vile 
ed“ pilferers have left my cloaths, in the poc- 


* kets whereof were ſome ducats. Nay, they 
proved fo kind as not to carry off my boots, 
| 51 « which 
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which I fold to my landlord for a third part of! 
what they had A oe In fine, bleſſed be the: ad! 
will of — I —— from the houſe of | ea 
my furniſhed lodgings entirely releaſed from] tol 
the. neceſſity of having a porter to carry my I hit 
things. Ambroſe had alſo . taken away my N AC 
mules from the inn the night before. m: 

As I walked ina melancholly mood through |; O 
the ſtreets of Valladolid, not knowing what 
reſolution to purſue, I was abruptly accoſted m. 
by a young man. Why how now, Gil Blas, I Þi 
<« do not you know your old acquaintance ? ¶ it 
4 have two years made ſo great an alteration th 
jn the ſon of the barber om ? what, do PN 
«© not you remember Fabricio your townſman 
« and ſchool-fellow ?” | 
1 ſoon recollected him, we ruſhed into each | 
other's arms, and embraced with tranſport. | 
Alas, my friend,” faid he, “I feel the high- 
« eſt joy at ſeeing you. I am ſcarce able to 
« expreſs myſelf on the occaſion. I cannot 
< but admire your elegant accoutrement, which 
c denotes your having been in ſortune's favour. 
« would bet a wager now, you are retained 
«in the pleaſurable ſervice of ſome old ma- 
« tron.” 

You miſtake matters quite, I replied to him: 
we went into a publick houſe, and there I re- 
cited to him all my adventures ſince my de- 
parture from Ovieda; at which he expreſſed 
great amazement, and ſtrove to comfort me 
with a great deal of common place argument, 
as that heaven tries its favourites in the ſchool of 

I adverſity, 


reach of misfortune; to confirm which, he 
told me ſome adventures that had happened to 
J himſelf, and that he was at preſent hired with 
a director of a publick hoſpital, a pious good 
man, who by ſerving the poor had made his 
own fortune at the ſame time. 


many viciſſitudes he had gone through, I gave 
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adverſity, that for his part, he was beyond the 


Fabricio having ended his narrative of the 


him joy at his being ſatisfied with his preſent 


ſtation, but obſerved to him at the ſame time, 
that I thought he might act a much more re- 
2 putable part in life, 


Fabricio ſoon convinced Gil Blas of his er- 


I roneous notions in regard to the ſtation of 


lacqueys, when they happen to fall well; and 
that ſo effectually, as to make him renounce 


all thoughts of going to Salamanca to com- 


mence pedagogue there, and take on in the 
party- coloured corps, there being an excellent 


place then vacant at Valladolid. Wherefore, 
that no time ſhould be loſt, in order to in- 
ſure to Gil Blas that haven of happineſs, Fa- 
bricio conducted him directly to the houſe of 
the old gouty licentiate Sedillo. 

Fabricio knocked at the door, which was ſoon 
opened. Upon our faying we wanted to ſpeak 
with the licentiate Sedillo, (who was a canon and 
had a good church benefice) a ſedate comely 
woman, dame Jacinta his governante, made 
her appearance. Scandalous hiſtory had whiſ- 
pered through the town that ſhe and her eccle- 
| D ſiaſtic 
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ſiaſtic maſter had not been always occupied} 
at Lp their prayers together, 
e made her a profound ſalutation, which. 
ſhe courteouſly returned with a modeſt coun- 
tenance and eyes declined. We told her the 
buſineſs we were come about. She bid us 
follow her. We ſaw the licentiate in all 
the epparatus of the gout. I was received: 
and my friend Fabricio in going away, whi(-'} 


As ſoon as my companion was gone, my 
new maſter deſired to know my name, and 


naturally put me on the hiſtory of my adven- 
tures, which highly entertained him, as well? 
as his governante, 


ſuch a violent fit of laughter, that the poor 
canon (a vehement cough came on) had like 
to have been carried off. 

The alarm of the governante was inexpreſ- 
ſible, not ſo much, perhaps, for the apprehen- 
ſion of her maſter's death, as on the account“ 
of his not having made a will. However, 
with ſome aſſiſtance, he ſoon recovered, and | 
diſſipated her fears. As I was going to conti- | 
nue my narrative, Jacinta oppoſed, dreading 
a relapſe, and conducted me from my maſter's | 
apartment to a wardrobe, where, among ſe- 
veral ſuits of cloaths, was hung up that of 
my predeceſſor. She deſired me to take it 
down, and put up my own in the place of it, 
which 


3 


pered me that we ſhould ſoon ſee each other, 


why I had quitted my native country. This? 


The tranſactions of Don“ 
Raphael and Camilla threw them both cor 


ww. wh 
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which I was not ſorry to do, that by being 


Sthus preſerved it might be of future ſervice 


to me, 
We afterwards went to get dinner ready. I 


vas not diſqualified from cutting a tolerable 
figure in a kitchen, ſince the experience I had 
under Leonarda ; who, however, was far from 
being ſo exquiſite a cook as dame Jacinta. 
Our maſter and we lived excellently well, all 
to one article that regarded myſelf ; to wit, | 
was obliged to fit up with him every night, 
2 ſupply him with his urinal, and ſhift him when 
he was ſeized with violent ſweats. 


After the ſecond night he declared himſelf 


very well pleaſed with my ſervice, and recom- 
'* mended me above all things to behave reſpect- 
5 —4 to Jacinta, for whom he proteſted he 
ha 

tions, becauſe the kind creature had lived with 
him from the age of fifteen, taking care of 
Fall his wants. 


a greater veneration than for all his rela- 


By an artful reply, giving into all his weak - 


neſſes, and praiſing Jacinta up to the ſky, 
as well as thanking heaven for 


y good lot to 
be his ſervant, I won his good graces; and 
what fixed me more and more in his eſteem, 
was my ſtudied chearfulneſs to fit up with, 
and watch him every night, (however fore 1 
felt myſelf) repoſing only but a few hours in 
the day time. 

When I had lived with Sedillo about three 
months, he fell dangerouſly ſick. He was 
ſeized with a fever, the violence of which 
. D 2 brought 
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brought on his gout; and being ſomewhat 
ſtartled thereat, for the firſt time of his very 
long life, he thought of a phyſician, and ex- 
— * his deſire of ſending for doctor Sangra- 
do, the Hippocrates of Valladolid. 

Jacinta would fain have him make his will 
before the doctor's interfering, which Sedillo, 
not thinking himſelf dangerouſly ill, would 
not liſten to. 1 was therefore diſpatched for 
this famous doctor, and brought him with me. 
He was a tall, thin, pale man, who for fifty 
years had kept the fciflors of deſtiny in full 
play. This learned phyſician had a folemn 
exteriour. He weighed his arguments, and 
gave an emphaſis to his expreſſions. In all his 
reaſoning there appeared a geometric preciſion, 
and his notions were very regular. 

Having obſerved my maſter fully, he ſaid 
with a doctoral air: „Our indication here 
is to fupply the defect of perſpiration which 
« is ſtopt. I know very well, that in this caſe, 
«© there are practitioners who would preſcribe 
&« ſaline, urinous and volatile remedies, which 
« participate of ſulphureous and mercurial 
« qualities. But all purgatives and ſudorifics 
© ought to be looked upon as very perni- 
& cious to the human frame. Nay, all chy- 
© mical preparations cauſe hayock wherever. 
& adminiſtered. For my part, I make uſe of 
„milder and ſurer agents.“ | 
He then aſked my maſter, «© what food he 
&* chiefly lived on.” To which queſtion he re- 
phed, as well as he could, „on rich N 
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and the beſt of meat.” Ah,“ quoth the 


doctor, ſhaking his head ſcientifically, *I am 
« not at all aſtoniſhed that you are ſick, Why, 
% man of God, all rich living is at beſt but 
a delicious poiſon. Exquiſite diſhes are the 


„ ſnares deceitful pleaſure lays before us, 


< for our more certain and ſpeedy ruin. For 
« your part, fir, if you have a mind to live, 


you muſt abſolutely renounce all high ſea- 


„ ſoned living. The moſt infipid are the mutt 
4 friendy to health; for the blood being in- 
4 ſipid, that is, having no taſte, agrees beſt 
„ with food that is fo.” 

& Pray now tell me good fir, if you drink 
< any wine.” „Les, doctor, but mixed with 
< water.” © Mixed as much as you pleaſe!“ 
replied Sangrado ; „what an irregular life you 
4 have led! and what an abominable regi- 
4c men you have followed | why, really you 
* ought to have been dead long ago. Pray, 
* how old are you?“ The enfeebled and ter- 
rified Sedillo replied, *I am now entering on 
« my nine and fixtieth vear.” „O ho,” 
ſays Sangrado, “ it is a juſt remark, antict- 
< pated old age is the confequence of youth 
« ſpent in intemperance,” | 

If you had drunk nothing but pure water 
« all your life time, and had been ſatisfied 
£ with the plaineſt food, ſuch as coddled ap- 
« ples, &c. you would not now be tor- 
«© mented with the gout ; all your limbs would 
© be able to execute their reſpective functi- 
4 ons. However, I do not deſpair of re- 
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<« ſtoring you to health, if you promiſe to ſcru- 
* puloully follow my preſcriptions.” Sedillo 
promiſed punctual obedience in every article, 

Sangtado then ſent me for a ſurgeon, who 
came along with me. By the doctor's direc- 
tion, he drew a large quantity of blood from 
my maſter, in order, as he ſaid, to ſupply the 
defect of tranſpiration. He then ſpoke to the 


« are allo to recommence to-morrow morn- 
« ing. It is a groſs error to imagine that 
« it is blood contributes to the preſerving of 
« life. A ſick perſon cannot be bled too 
« much : for, in that ſituation, not being 
« obliged to make any conſiderable movement 
« or excrcile, all he has to do is not to 
«« die, and therefore needs no more blood to 
continue his exiſtence, than a man aſleep, 
« For life in both conſiſts only in the pulſe 
« and reſpiration.” 

Beſides, theſe copious and frequent bleed- 
ings, the doctor ordered that Sedillo ſhould be 
conſtantly plied with warm water, for he de- 
clarcd, that warm water drunk in abundance 
was the true ſpecific againſt all ſorts of diſ- 
eaſes. He then took his leave, telling Ja- 
cinta and me, as he went out of the houſe, 
that he would anſwer for the 9 of our 
maſter, in caſe his preſcription ſhould be duly 
followed, | | 

Jacinta, 


ſurgeon, „Friend, Martin Onez,“ (that was | 
his name) „you are to return in three hours | 
« time, and do as much; which courſe you | 


„ termined to make a will.” 
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Jacinta, who had a quite different opinion 
of the ſucceſs of the doctor's method, declar- 
ed it ſhould be faithfully obſerved, 'To begin, 
we put ſome water on the fire to warm it, 
and Sangrado having recommended to us, 
above all things, not to be ſparing thereof, 
we prevailed on our maſter to drink two or 
three quarts running, which we repeated about 
an hour after; and afterwards returned from 
time to time to the charge. He deluged his ſto- 
mach with warm water. The ſurgeon ſecond- 
ing our operation with his of drawing blood 
frequently, in two days we reduced the aged 
Sedillo to the laſt extremity. 

My poor maſter in the agony, as I preſſed 
him to ſwallow a large glaſs of the ſpecific, 
ſaid to me in a very weak voice, © Hold your 
« hand, good Gil Blas, do not give me any 
„ more, I find I muſt die in ſpite of the 
e greateſt virtues of warm water; and al- 
though I have ſcarce a drop of blood left, 
« do not find myſelf in the leaſt bettered by 
c it, which is a plain proof that the greateſt 
« phyſician in the world cannot protract our 
„ days, when the allotted term of life is 
„ come. Therefore fly for a notary, I am. de- 


Although, in my heart not at all diſpleaſed 
to hear this, I affected to be ſad, in order to 
conceal the better the ardent defire I had to 
execute this commiſſion. Courage, quoth 
I, © good maſter, you are not as yet fo far 
gone but you may recover.“ | 

4 | 4. 40 No, 
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« No, no, child,” anſwered he, it is all 

« over, I feel the gout aſcends, and death 
„ approaches; therefore, make haſte and go 
« whither I bid you.“ In fact, 1 obſerved that 
he was going very faſt, and matters wore 
ſo threatening an aſpect that I hurricd for the 
notary, leaving Jacinta to take care of her 
maſter, She was under as great apprehen- 
fions as I, leſt he ſhould die without making a 
will. 

I went into the houſe of the firſt notary 1 
could find, and being fo lucky as to meet him 
at home, ſaid, “ Sir, my maſter the licen- 
« tinte Sedillo is at death's door, he wants to 
make his will, wheretore haſte along with 
me: there is no time to be loſt,” "The no- 
tary was u little old man oft a droll diſpolition, 
who loved raillery in his heart. He enquired 
who was my matſter's phyſician, I replied doc- 
tor Sangrado, 

At the very mention of the name he put 
on his hat and cloak in a violent hurry, and 
ſaid, „ In the name of God, lot us go with 
« wings of expedition, for Sangrado is a 
« doctor of fo great diſpatch, as frequently 
« not to give his patients time to call a no- 
« tary; through him 1 have loſt the making 
« of many à will.” 

We ſet out together full ſpeed, yet faſt as 
we went, I obſerved to him, that a dying 
teſtaror's memory but too often fails him. 
« Wherefore, it my maſter ſhould forget, 
« pray put him in mind of my zeal ® ſerve 
„ him.” 
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„ him,” „ will, my lad,” replied the no- 
Ys * you may rely upon me. Nay, more, 
&« 1 will exhort him to leave you ſoincthing 
% conliderable, if I find bim in the leaſt fen- 
<« {ible of any ſervice you have rendered to 
«« him.” 

The licentiate had not as yet loft his rea- 
ſon when we came, and dame Jacinta ſat near 
him, her face drowned in tcars, which ſhe 
had alw ays ready at command. She had been 
playing her part, in order to prepare the good 
man to leave her a conſiderable legacy. 

We left the notary with our maſter, and 
retired to the anti-chamber, where we met 
the ſurgcon diſpatched by Sangrado to make 
another, the concluſive bleeding. We ftopt 
him, and Jacinta ſaid, “ You cannot go now 
© into our maſter's chamber, becauſe à no- 
taty is with him writing down his Jaſt will. 
« As ſoon as that ſhall be made you may 
„ bleed him.“ | 

Jacinta and I were under very great uncaſi- 
nels, leſt Sedillo ſhould expire while he was 
making, his will, But to our good fortune, he 
lived to finiſh the deed he was about. As the 
notary came, out of the licentigte's chamber, 
he kuck me on the ſhoulder, ſaying, We A 
ſmile, “ Gil Blas is not, 166 5 


1 was tranſported with joy at the ee 
found, and: was ſo 275 r being 
membered by my 4d e 
would pray Reardly f. ag! im after his decea 25 


which happened in a ſhort time after: for 
D 5 the 
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the ſurgeon having performed another opera- 
* tion on the already exhauſted old man, to di- 
miniſh the quantity of his blood, he expired 
ſoon after, 

The doctor happening to come as Sedillo 
was at the laſt gaſp, looked ſomewhat fooliſh, 
though ſo accuſtomed to diſpatch people at 
ſhort warning. He was, however, ſo far from 
imputing Sedillo's death to his copiouſly drink— 
ing warm water, or the frequency of his being 
let blood, that, on the contrary, he inſiſted 
it was owing to his not having got enough 
of either, which he ſaid in a phlegmatic tone 
of voice, and walked off. Ihe ſurgeon ſce— 
ing there was no farther buſineſs tor him, 
marched after the doctor, 

Jacinta and I ſet a roaring, moſt Jamentably 
over our deceaſed maſter, in fo loud a man- 
ner, that we were heard by the neighbours, 
who came to us in crouds, not from a ſcnſc 
of compaſſion, but meer curiolity, "The rela- 
tions of the deceaſed, the moment they had 

t wind of his death, ran to the houf: and 
Had every thing put under ſeal, 

They found acinta in ſuch violent aſſlicti- 
on, that they conceived ſome hopes Sedillo 
had made no will, But they were ſoon 
undeceived, ' by the exhibition, of one exe- 
cuted in all the requiſite formalities. On 
wvyeading the licentiate's will, they diſcovered 
be had left all his effects to Jacinta, they 
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terms, and let looſe their indignation againſt 
ſacinta, who comforted herſelf for the abuſe 
with what Sedillo had left her. 

They made me the object of ſome of their 
unchriſtian wiſhes, finding I was mentioned 
in the will, and which, to be (ure 1 deſerv- 
ed, For the good licentiate, juſt on the point 
of rendering up his foul to God, in order to 
make me remember him during the reſt of 
my lite, thus explained himſelf in his will re- 
lative to me. ** Item. 'To Gil Blas, who 
has already had ſome education, in order 
to compleat it, I bequeath all the books 
and manuſcripts of my library, without any 
© relerve whatſoever,” 

For my part 1 did not know what his li- 
brary could conſiſt of, for | had never ſeen 
more than a few old papers, with about five 
or fix old volumes, ranged on two deal boards 
in Sedillo's cloſet, and theſe were the ſum 
total of my legacy. 

As tor the books, they could be of no great 
ſervice to me, one being entitled, The perfect 
Cook ; another was, a Treatiſe upon Indi- 
geſtion, with the beſt method of curing it. 
the others were the four parts of the Brevi- 
ary, half eaten with worms, As for the mas 
nuſeripts, the moſt curious of them were the 
ſeveral pieces of the proceſs at law Sedillo 
formerly had relative to his prebend, Hav- 
ing ee my legacy with more attention 
than it deſerved, I yielded it up to the re- 
lations of the defunct. ti 
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I returned to them alſo the dreſs T wore, 
reſuming my own, and contented myſelf with 
my wages, in return for all the ſervice I had 
rendered to Sedillo; and then bethought me 
of getting into ſome other ſervice, Chancing 
to meet in the ſtreet doctor Sangrado, whom 
I had not ſeen ſince the day of my maſter's 
deceaſe, I took the liberty of ſaluting him. 

He ſoon recollected me although I had 
changed dreſs, and appeared not diſpleaſed at 
ſeeing me. Luckily met, my lad, I was 
« juſt thinking of you, I want a good ſpright- 
« ly ſervant that knows how to read and 
<. write, which, if you can.“ —My immedi- 
ate reply was, Sir, I am your man.” To 
which the doctor ſaid, Agreed, come to 
«© my houſe. There you will find every thing 
* to your heart's deſire. I will treat you 
not as a common ſervant. I will give 
„you no wages, but you fhall want no- 


* thing.” . 

66 You ſhall always make a decent appear- 
* ance, for my deſign is to teach you the 
« preat art of curing diſeaſes. In a word, 
you ſhall be rather my pupil than ſervant.” 

I chearfully accepted the doctor's propoſal, in 
hopes that one day, under the tuition of ſo 
learned a practitioner, I might become an 
able phyſician ; no unprofitable buſineſs. _ 
Doctor Sangrado took me to his houſe im- 
mediately, that without loſs of time he might 
inftal me in the office he deſigned I ſhould 
Gil, which was to write down the names and 
* : dwelling 
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dwelling places of the ſick that ſhould ſend for 
him, while he was abroad paying his viſits. He 
had for this purpoſe a kind of regiſter- book, in 
which an old ſervant maid, the doctor's onl 
domeſtic, took the different addreſſes of thoſe 
who defired the attendance of Sangrado; but 
it was in ſuch a wretched ſcrawl and the 
names and places were ſo badly ſpelled, that, 
very often, it was with great Gtßeulty they 
could be made out. 

This book was given into my care. It might 
juſtly be called the regiſtery of the dead, for 
few, very few, recovered whoſe names were 
entered therein. I booked them for the other 
world, as travellers are for publick carriages, 
having given earneſt, Sangrado being the 
moſt eminent phyſician at Valladolid, my pen 
was conſtantly kept a going. He had ac- 
quired his great reputation with the people by 
a pompous jargon, which he uttered with a 
very impoſing air; and by ſome accidental 
cures, of which his doctorſhip was total] 
innocent, although he modeſtly aſcribed all 
the merit to himſelf. 
| Having great practice, he was copleguangly 
rich, but he did not kcep a good table. e 
lived very frugally, cating for the moſt part, 


but peaſe, beans, coddled apples, or cheeſe., 


He declared that ſuch aliments agreed beſt i 
with the ſtomach, being the moſt proper for 

trituration, that is, to be wrought upon. 
Notwithſtanding that, he proved them to be 
of ſuch eaſy digeſtion, he would not ſuffer _ if 
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to indulge too much thereon. But as to the 
drinking of water, he put us under no re- 
ftraint, and abandoned us quite to our own 
diſcretion; nay, often encouraged us. Drink, 
my children, never ſpare it, for health con- 
&« fiſts in the ſuppleneſs and humeCtation of 
% the parts. Therefore, ſwallow copious 
„ draughts of water, Water is the univerſal 
«© menſtruum, it diflolves all ſalts. Is the 
« coutſe of the blood flackened ; water gives 
it a whip; is it too rapid, water flackens 
« its impetuoſity.“ 

Sangrado himſelf had ſo much faith in that 
element, that he ſeldom drank any thing but 
water, though he was then far advanced in 
years. According to his definition, old age 
was a natural phthiſis, which drics us up and 
tacitly conſumes us. Agreeable to this defini- 
tion, he deplored the ignorance of thoſe who 
call wine the milk of old men. 

In contradiction to the opinion he main- 
tained, that ſaid pernicious liquor waſtes and 
deſtroys, affirming, with his uſual affected ſtrain 
of eloquence, that wine, equally fatal to old 
men, as. well as to thoſe of younger years, 
ought to be looked upon © as a friend that, 
„ 'betrays, and a pleaſure that deceives.“ 

' Notwithſtanding all theſe fine reaſons, I 
was ſeized with a violent looſeneſs, and had 
great pains in my ſtomach, which 1 was raſh 
enough to attribute to the univerſal menitruum 
and the bad aliments I was confined to, I 


* 


complained of my ſufferings to Sangrado, in 


hopes 


Ave 
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hopes that he would ſoften matters in my be- 
half, and allow me a little wine at my meals, 
But there was no petting the better of his 
averſion to that liquor. 
His anſwer to my complaint was, „Hark 
& you, Gil Blas, if you are diſguſted with 
„ pure water, there are ſeveral reſources to 8 
« ſupport the ſtomach againſt its inſipidity; 
& ſuch as the infuſing ſome plants therein, 
„ which give it a delicious flavour; for ex- 
« ample, ſage, ſpeedwell, and to make it 
& {till more delicious, you may add roſemary, | 
“ myrrh, thyme, &c.” L 
In vain did he recommend to me theſe cor- 
rectives of meer water drinking. So far from 
putting them in practice, I drank very little 
of his favourite clement, which he perceiving, 
ſaid, * Why, how now Gil Blas, I am not 
« at all ſurprized at your not being in health, f 
6 Your indiſpoſition proceeds entirely from 
& your not drinking water enough. For war- 
„ ter, when drunk but in ſmall quantities, 
« ſerves only to develop and give a corroding | \ 
c activity to the conſtituent particles of the 
& bilious humour, which ought to be diluted 
* and weakened by the ingurgitation of a wa- 
« try abundance.” f 91 
I hope you know better things, than to 
« apprehend that drinking water copiouſly 
t can either debilitate or infrigidate your ſto- 
ce mach. Harbour not any ſuch idle notion, 
« give to the winds all panick fears upon the 
« article of ſwallowing water abundantly. I 
** warrant 
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Warrant the event will be ſatisfactory, and 
„ if you do not think my word ſufficient, 
„ Celſus ſhall alſo be a voucher in behalf of 
ce the mother clement. This latin oracle had 
«© made an admirable encomium on water; 
„ where he expreſsly ſays, that thoſe who 
„ plead the weakneſs of their ſtomach as an 
« excuſe for drinking wine, do a manifeſt in- 
& jury to that noble organ of digeſtion, and 
« all from the vile motive of ſhamefully in- 
66 dulging their ſenſuality, ſo baneful to whom- 
© ſoever has a nund to be along ſojourner on 
& this terraqueous globe.“ 

As it would have been indecent in me to 
appear indocil, who was but juſt entering the 
threſhold of phyſic, I feemed to give way to 


gan to believe them ; upon the authority of 
elſus, and continued a water drinker, or 
rather commenced to the bilious hu- 


though in conſequ-nce : found myſelt grow- 
ing worſe every dan, yet of ſuch implicit faith 
was I, that Sangrado's reafons, and the autho- 
rity of Celſus, prevailed againſt the un 
ence of my own feeling; a happy diſpoſition 
for my becoming a phy ſician. "v2 

Overcome at laſt by the racking pain I 
endured, I determined to leave Sangredoz but 
his promoting me to a new employment 
changed my determination. For thus he ac- 
doſted me on a certain day; Know, friend 
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his reaſons; nay, to ſay the truth, I be- 


mour by drinking wat: molt plentifully : al- 
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1d Gil Blas, that I am not one of thoſe hard 

t, and ungrateful maſters who let domeſtics 

of grow old in their ſervice before they think 

id of rewarding them, I am thoroughly ſa- 

* tisfed with your conduct: nay, I have 

0 conceived an affection for you. Therefore. 

n without waiting for a longer time of your 

- probation in my ſervice, I am from this 

d“ moment determined to make your fortune. 

-I mean to reveal to you all the ſecrets of 

- F< the healing art, which I have practiſed ſo 
n“ many years. 

Moſt of the Eſculapian tribe declare phy- 

“ fick to be the reſult of ſeveral laborious 

( ſciences, but my intention is to point out 

> © a ſhort way for you, and to entirely 2 

you the trouble of ſtudying natural philoſo- 

phy, pharmacy, botany, and aſtronomy. 

„ There is nothing more neeeflary to cure 

4 all diſeaſes, than to order frequent bleed- 

“ ings, and that the ſick drink warm water 

« copiouſly. That is the grand ſecret by 

„ which I have made a fortune. You know 

4 as much of the matter now as I do; there- 

fore you can eaſe me of ſome of the fa- 

« tigues of practice.“ | 

In the morning you are ſtill to attend the 

c regiſtry- book, but in the afternoon you are 

to viſit ſome of my patients. While I at- 

tend the nobility and clergy, your buſineſs 

© will be to take care of the lower claſs of 

e people; and after that you ſhall have prac- 

; & tiſed 
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* tifed for ſome time, I will get you aggre. 
5 gated to our corps. You have the advan- 
<< tage of being learned before you commence 
© doctor, whereas many have been made doc. 
* tors, that to the end of their lives never 


„ incumbered their heads with any learn- 
ing.“ 
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I thanked doctor Sangrado's generoſity for; 


having made me fo ſpeedily capable of acting 
as his ſubſtitute, and in grateful return for all 
his kindneſſes to me, proteſted, that to the end 
of my life I would implicitly follow his opi- 
nion, though it ſhould prove directly oppoſite 
to that of Hippocrates. This declaration how- 
ever was not ſincere, for I entirely diſagreed 
with him in regard to water drinking, and 
reſolved in myſelf to cheer my ſtomach every 
day with the juice of the grape as I ſhould go 
to viſit the fick. 

I hung up my coat a ſecond time to put on 
a medicinal garb of my maſter's As ſoon 
as dreſſed in character, I ſet out about prac- 
tiling phyſick, no matter at whoſe expence, 
My firſt patient was an Alguaſil, fick of a 


peunly: { ordered him to be let blood un- 
mercifully, and to be drenched with warm 
water, - 


From him I went to a paſtry-cook, whom 
I found roaring in à violent fit of the gout. I 
preſcribed for him the ſame recipe, frequent 
bleedings, and plenty of warm water. I re- 


ceived twelve reals for my preſcription, which 
inſpired me with ſo great a liking for the pro- 


re. 


An- 
nce 
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eſſion, that I deſired no better ſport than a 
ultitude of patients. | 
Going out of the paſtry-cook's houſe, I 


met Fabricio in the ſtreet, whom I had not 


een ſince the deceaſe of the licentiate Sedillo; 


he at firſt ſtared at me for ſome moments in 


a kind of amazement, then broke out into an 
immoderate laughter, of which my original 
trim was a ſufficient cauſe. I had on me a 
long black gown that trailed on the ground, 
with a doublet, &c. quite too large for me, 

I let the gentleman indulge himſelf and 
have his laugh out; nay, was partly tempted 
to join with him, but for the reſtraint of ob- 
ſerving a neceſſary decorum in the ſtreet, and 
to act the better the gravity of a doctor, who 
is not a riſible animal. Fabricio's laugh, ex- 
cited at firſt by the originality of my garb, 
was redoubled in him by the ſolemn immobi- 
lity of my muſcles, and the ſerious air I af- 
fected, But as ſoon as his laughing fit was 
over, he cried out to me, “ In the name of 
« all the ſaints, who has made this ſcara- 
© mouch of you? was ever mortal man in 
“ ſuch a ridiculous diſguiſe. !”? 

Not ſo faſt,” replied I, “good Fabricio ; 
&« learn to reſpect in me a new Hippocrates, 
&* Know, friend, that I am the practiſing ſub- 
„ ſtitute of doctor Sangrado, the moſt cele- 
„ brated phyſician in Valladolid. I have lived 
„with him three weeks, and he has taught 
* me the very marrow of phyſick. Where- 


fore, as it is impoſſible for him to * 
a * (e 
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« all the ſick who call for him, I attend pa 
« of them, in order to eaſe him of too mucſar n 
« trouble. He takes care of the great folk 
« thoie of the lower claſs fall to me. 

« Acmirably well!“ ſajd Fabricio, |, 
„ abandons to you the blood of the cannai!l: 
« while he enjoys that of the great and we. 
4% thy. Nothing could be laid out better. oun 
« congratulate you, Gil Blas on your ſhar:Bf tl 
« It is much ſafer dealing with the populace . ( 
* than with thoſe in high life. A fſuburiÞhen 
* doctor plays the ſureſt game, the blunderifh« + 
&© he commits are leſs expoſed to obſervation le 
„and his frequent aſſaſſinations are ſcarcely. 
„ ever mentioned. My dear friend, I think t 
« your ſituation is to be envied, and to tal. 
« in the ſtyle of Alexander, Were I nog! 
&«& Fabricio, I would fain be Gil Blas. 4 

In order to convince my townſman that he. 
Was not in the wrong to think my condition. 
worthy of being envied, I ſhewed him the 
twelve reals I had received from the Alguaſil, di 
and the paſtry-cook, We then went into am 
tavern to drink a bottle together. The wine ſh 
we got was good, and the longing deſite I bad 
to drink ſome gave it an additional zeſt, 

I quatted it with luxury, and in deſpite of 
all the Latin oracle Celſus may have advanced 
to the contrary, I found my ſtomach did not 
reſent any injury I did it by pouring down 
bumpers of wine. Fabricio and I made a ſit- 
ting of it, and according to the cuſtom of 
ſervants, laughed heartily at the expence of 
1. Sur 
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Hur maſters. But on perceiving it was near 
ark, we took leave of each other, after a 
utual promiſe that we ſhould meet in the 
me houſe the next afternoon. 
111: I had ſcarce got home when doctor Sangra- 
co entered. I gave him a circumſtantial ac— 
ount of the ſick I had ſcen, and eight reals 
pf the twelve I had received for fees, ++ Why, 
+ Gil Blas,“ remarked he, having counted 
hem, © cight reals are but poor payment for 
* two viſits; but no money is to be refuſed.” * 
„le put fix in his pocket and gave me two, 
ſaying, “ Here, Gil Blas, begin with theſe 
to make a ſtock. I propoſe letting you have 
* a, fourth of what money you ſhall bring 
« me, You will thereby ſoon become rich, 
« my lad; for with the bleſſing of God, 
© we ſhall have a great number of fick this 
ang year,” 
[ found no reaſon to be diſſatisfied with m 

i, dividend, for having ſo ſettled matters wit 
49 myſelf as to always retain a quarter of what I 
neh mould receive in my viſits, and being likewiſe 
a0 if to receive a quarter of what I ſhould give to 

Sangrado. If there be any reliance on arith- 
ff WM metical ealculation, the ſaid two ſhares were 
equal to a half. Such large gains inſpired me 
"BY with new ardour for the profeſſion. 
n 
© 
f 
f 


Immediately after dinner next day I put on 
my ſubſtitute's apparel, and ſallied to viſit my 
patients. I ſaw ſeveral of them whoſe names 
I had taken down, and treated them all alike, 
though no tvo of them had the fame diſtem- 

2 


per. 
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per. Thus far, things went ſwimmingly on 
and, thanks be to Providence, no body com 
plained of, or demurred againſt what J order, 
ed, But let a phyſician's practice be ever (ff, 
excellent, it will not always eſcape cenſure. 


] viſited a grocer's ſon, ſick of a dropſy, 4 
where | met a ble phyſician of a brown com- 1) 
plexion, they called him doctor Cuchillo, He 
had been ſent to ſee the young man by a rela- po! 


tion of the family. I made profound ſaluta— 
tions to all preſent, and particularly to the 
perſonage whom I thought had been called 
in to give his opinion of the ſick youth. 

He returned my ſalute in a _ ſolemn 
manner, and having looked ſtedfaſtly on me 
for ſome time, ſaid, “ 1 hope, . you 
% will excuſe my curioſity to know who you 
« are? I thought I knew all my brother phy- 
« ficians in Valladolid, yet your face, fir, is 
« quite unknown to me. I ſuppoſe then you 
« are but lately come to eſtabliſh here,” 

I anſwered him, that I was a young practi- 
tioner, and that as yet I acted under the auſ- 
picious guidance of doctor Sangrado, To 
which he inſtantly rejoined, “ Sir, I pay you 
« my compliments, for having adopted the 
practice of fo great a man. I make no 
« doubt, that although but a young man, you 
are already a very able practitioner,” 

Cuchillo expreſſed himſelf in fo ſeemingly 
ingenuous a manner, that I could not be cer- 
tain whether he had ſpoken ſeriouſly or irro- 


nically, I was ruminating upon ns Nr 
ou 
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ſhould make him, when the grocer ſeizing 
n the moment of our being ſilent, ſaid, 

Gentlemen, I make no manner of doubt 
© but that you are both perfectly ſkilled 
in the cuting art, therefore pray you to 
© examine my lon, and preſcribe what will 
. be molt cfectual for his cure.“ 

Held Upon this declaration the little doctor ſet 

About obſerving the ſick youth, and having 
F[rnumerated to me the ſeveral ſymptoms that 
the liſcovered the nature of the diſeaſe, he aſked 
led tne what 1 thought would be the beſt method 
f treating it. 

I anſwered Cuchillo, that, “ in my opi- 
nion, the patient ſhould loſe ſome blood 
© every day, and drink warm water in abun- 
© dance.” Jo this my declaration, the little 
„ert Cuchillo replied with a ſm: of malice, 
„ And ſo, fir, you think thoſe remedies will 
© ſave the patient's life?“ “ Without doubt, 
© added ] in a reſolute tone of voice. They 
7 muſt produce their effect, being ſovereign 
« ſpecificks againſt all forts of diſorders, and 
« ſhould you be in the leaſt diffident of the 
e truth of my aſlertion, appeal to doctor San- 
he 60 grado,” 

« If things be ſo,” rejoined Cuchillo, in an 
affected tone of conceſſion, “ Celſus has been 
very wrong in ſaying that for the more 
5“ ſpeedy cure of an hydropic perſon, it is 
48 proper he ſhould be made to ſuffer hunger 
and thirſt.” —I thus huffed his authority, — 
« Celſus, fir, is not my oracle in phyſic; he 
„Was 


On 
Im. 
ler. 


ay, 
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« was liable to errors as well as other men <* 
« I have found myſelf the better for acting inf 
“ contradiction to his doctrine. 40 
I gather, fir, from your ſpeech, quoth Cu- 
chillo, that you are imbued with the certain ch 
and ſatisfactory doctrine of Sangrado, which ſo! 
he takes ſo much pains to inſinuate to all young at 
practitioners, According to him, bleeding te: 
and drinking warm water are the univerſa w 
remedies. It is not at all ſurprizing that ſuch hz 
numbers periſh in his hands, CC 
« No invectives, fir, if you pleaſe,” in- fo 
terrupted I with ſome tartneſs, * it does not at 
become one of the profeſſion to throw out 
& ſuch idle reproaches. Take my word for 
c jt, good maſter Cuchillo, that without the 
ce aſſiſtance of bleeding and warm water, 
6 there are leveral other ways of ſending pa- 
e tients to their requiem, and, perhaps, yo 
© may have diſpatched as many paſſengers to 
“ Charon's bark as another. If you have any 
c pique to doctor Sangrado, write againſt his 
c practice, he will anſwer you, take my word 
cc for it, and then we ſhall know againſt whom 
cc the general laugh will be turned.” 
Cuchillo broke in upon me with ſome emo- 
fion, © By faint James and Dennis, you take 
« great liberties, young man, with doctor o 
« Cuchillo, who cannot fay he has the ho- t 
„ nour of knowing you, But be aflured, 
& my forward fir, that I can ſupport my opi- I. 
* nion as well as any medical he in Valla- Ib 
* dolid, and that I am not in the leaſt afraid ! 


« of 
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« of your ſo much vaunted Sangrado, who 
« (notwithſtanding his vanity and preſump- 
tion) is an original.“ 

The ridiculous figure of the diminutive Cu- 
ain chillo made me laugh at his anger. I ſaid 
ich ſome harſh things to him; but he took immedi- 
ung] ate care to balance the account in full as harſh 
ing terms, From a ſcurrilous altercation of words 
rſa we proceeded to blows, and tore each other's 
uch hair, before the grocer and a relation of his 

could ſeparate us; which done, they paid me 
in- for my viſit, and retained my antagoniſt as the 
notÞ abler phyſician. - 

This adventure ſcarce over, I was like to 
fall into another. I went to viſit a luſty cho- 
r:4er, ſick of a fever, who, the moment he 
heard me mention hot water, declared fo 
great an averſion to this ſpecific, that he fell 
a ſwearing, called me ſeveral opprobrious 
names, and threatened to throw me out of the 
window, 

At ſuch rude treatment I ran out of the 
houſe faſter than I had come into it. I re- 
ſolved to viſit no more patients that day, and 
repaired to the tavern, where I had promiſed 
10- to meet Fabricio. I found him there before 
ke me. Being in a drinking mood, we indulged 
tor M ourſelves, and each returned home a little 
10- tipſy. 
ech Sangrado did not perceive J had been ſo- 
pi- lacing myſelf with wine, his whole attention 
la- being occupied by the ſpirited manner in which 
aid I related to him the diſpute between Cuchillo 
of E and 
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and me. He imputed the vechemence of my 
geſtures, and precipitancy of my words, to 
the not as yet ſubſided emotions cauſed by 
our medicinal ſkirmiſh. Moreover, he was 
intereſted as to his character in the narrative 
I made to him, and ſtung to the quick at 
Cuchillo's reflections, thus ſaid to me: 

Gil Blas, thou wert in the right to defend 
ce the honour of our practice againſt this 
„ pigmy doctor, this abortion of the faculty 
4 So then, according to him, forſooth, water 
« drinking is not to be allowed to hydropic 
© patients. The ignorant coxcomb ! but I 
« maintain and inſiſt that it is to be allowed, 
<« For, pray why ſhould not water cure all forts 
« of dropſies as well as it cures the rheumatiſm 
« and green ſickneſs, It is morcover excel- 
c lent in thoſe fevers where we burn and 
ce freeze.at the ſame time; and its power ap- 
« pears no where ſo wonderful as in thoſe 
« diſeaſes that are aſcribed to ſerous, cold, 
« pituitous and phlegmatic humours.” 

This doctrine, indeed, may appear ſtrange 
* to green horn doctors, like Cuchillo, but it 
js defeni;ble by the molt irrefragible maxims 
of our art; and if my opponents were ca— 
<< pable of reaſoning like philoſophers, inſtead 
& of their vain efforts to decry my practice, 
« they would become zealous proſelites in its 
„ behalf.” 

The flurry Sangrado was thrown into by 
Cuchillo's aſperſions, hindered his perceiving 
my having tippled; and to keep his paſſion 

alive, 
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alive, I invented ſome aggravating circum- 
ſtances. However, in the mid{t of all this 
warmth at what I had related to him, he per- 
ceived that I drank that night more water than 
uſual, which, in truth, was to quench a vio- 
lent thirſt cauſed by the wine I had drunk. 

Any other perſon but Sangrado would ſoon 
have ſuſpected the reaſon of my drinking wa- 
ter ſo plentifully, but the good man imagined 
that it proceeded ſolely from a growing fond- 
neſs I had conceived for that element ; where- 
upon he ſaid with a ſmile, Well, heaven 
«© be praiſed, Gil Blas, I ſee you have over- 
© come your averſion to water, you quaff it 
&« down like nectar. Nor am I aſtoniſhed 
c thereat. I knew you would accuſtom your- 
<« ſelf to it by degrees.“ 

<« Every thing muſt have its time,” I re- 
plied, “believe me, fir, I would this very 
moment prefer a quart of water to a hog- 
&« ſhead of wine.” Sangrado, enraptured 
with my anſwer, ran out in the praiſe of that 
exccllent element, during which, it was with 
much difficulty I could refrain from laughing. 
I kept my countcnance in as much ſubjection 
as I could ; ſeemed to enter into all the views 
of the doctor, inveighed againſt the pernici- 
ous uſe of wine, and to confirm my opinion, 
drank off a large goblet of water. 

Upon which Sangrado continued an exhor- 
tation to me, for about an hour long, to never 
drink any thing but water. I replied, that in 
order to bring myſelf to it, I was from that 
"© 2 time 
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time forward reſolved to drink a large quantity 
every night; and to be the better able to keep 
my promiſe, as I went to bed, I reſolved within 
myſelf to go every afternoon to. the tavern. 

The rebuff I had met at the grocer's did 
not hinder my preſcription of bleeding and 
warm water-drinking the next day. The ſmall 
pox and malignant fevers were become very 
rife in the city and ſuburbs. All the phyſi- 
cians in Valladolid had practice enough, but 
we in a more eminent degree. Scarce a da 
paſſed over our heads that Sangrado and I did 
not each of us viſit eight or ten patients. 
From which it is eaſy to conclude what an 
effuſion of blood there muſt have been, and 
what quantities of warm water drunk. 

But tho' I could not account for it, we were 
ſo out of luck that they all died, which certainly 
muſt have proceeded either from the badneſs 
of our practice, or from the diſeaſes being incu- 
rable. We rarely paid a third viſit to any of 
them. Nay, commonly at the ſecond, we 
either found the patient in the agony, or were 


informed of his being juſt interred. 


For my part, being but a novice in practice, 
and not ſufficiently caſe-hardened to the de- 
Kruction of my ſpecies, I was grievouſſy af- 
fected by the fatal cataſtrophes I had a 
daily hand in. Inſtigated by remorſe of con- 
ſcience, I repreſented to doCtor Sangrado, 
« that though I ſcrupulouſly adhered to his 
method, yet all my ſick expired, as if done 
«. purpoſely by them, in order to diſcredit his 

| „ practice. 


* practice, I had the diſpleaſure this morn- 
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Sangrado, „ to make ſuch an experiment, N 
but that I dread the conſequence; for you | 


laſt, and find yourſelf under a neceſſity of | 
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ing, as I went to viſit. two of my patients, 
to ſee them carried out to be buried.“ 

To which Sangrado calmly replied, “ Be 
not dejected, my fon, the ſame has hap- 
pened to me, I have not always the ſatis- 
faction of curing thoſe who apply to me. 
Nay, fo often am I diſappointed, that if I 
were not thoroughly ſure of the principles 
I act upon, I ſhould, from experience, in- 
cline to think my remedies quite contrary 
to moſt of the diſeaſes I treat.” 

Then, fir,” remonſtrated I, « if you will 
be adviſed by me, let us vary our practice, 
By way of curiofity, let us preſcribe for 
our patients ſome chymical preparations ;-- ! 
the worſt that can happen is, j that they 
produce the ſame effect our bleeding and 
warm water have done.” 


« 1 ſhould readily incline, Gil Blas,” faid | 


muſt know that I have publiſhed a book, 
wherein I boaſt that I had diſcovered the 
univerſal] remedy in frequent bleeding an 
warm water. You would not ſure have 
me act in contradiction to my book.” 


muſt by no means furniſh that occaſion f 
tiumpkling to your enemies; for they, with | 
a malicious kindneſs, would ſpread every 
where, that you have ſeen your error at 


E'yY ©» “ con- 
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conforming with their practice, which 
would certainly ruin your reputation; and 
rather than that ſhould happen, let the po- 
pulace, eccleſiaſtics and nobility periſh to 4 
man. Let us therefore, maſter, continue 
our uſual courſe ; for after all, our brother 
doctors, notwithſtanding their averſion to 
bleeding and water drinking, do not per- 
form more miracles than we do, and | 
believe their drugs are to the full as ineffec- 
tua] as our ſpecifics.” | 
We jogged on in our old medicinal prac- 
tice, and ſo invariably, that in ſix weeks time 
we cauſed 25 many widows and orphans in 
Valladolid as the ſiege of Troy had done. 
Every day either a father came to reproach 
us for the loſs of his ſon, or an uncle for that 
of his nephew. Indeed, I never obſerved that 
either ſons or nephews came to expreſs their 
diſpleaſure to us for the Joſs of their fathers 
and uncles, We received but few viſits from 
huſbands in regard to their deceaſed wives. 
The really afflicted perſons did not treat us 
over politely ; for in their exceſſive grief, their 
favourite terms were ignorant blockheads, at- 
ſaſſinating ſcoundrels. Of ſuch and fimilar 
compliments they were by no means niggard, 
whereat my blood was ſtirred from time to 
time; but the unmoved Sangrado would liſten 
to them with all the phlegm of a philofopher. 
Perhaps, by degrees, I ſhould have acquired 
the ſame ſtore of indifference for all the abuſe 
of the enraged relations of the deceaſed, were 
ED 


taithful Pylades, to bid him adieu. 
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it not for an accldent, that for the good of 
the ſick people of Valladolid, made me to 
renounce that city and phyſick. 

A terrible bully there,: and terror of all, was 
courting a handſome widow, miltreſs of a 
tennis-court, by marrying whom, which he 
had conſented to, he was to better his ſitua— 
tion. But, alas, ſhe happening to fall ſick, 
1 was ſent tor, and in four days ſo exaſpe— 
rated what at firſt was but a trifling diſorder, 
that J diſpatched her into the other world. 

The bully, Don Rodriguez by name, to be 
revenged on me for the Joſs of his fortune, 
{wore he would run his ſword through my 
body the firſt place he ſhould meet me; to 
which bloody deed he was encouraged by 
the other doctors of the town, enemies to 
Sangrado, ſaying, that I was but a quack, 
had no degree, and was puniſhable for prac- 
tiling. 

Having got intellizence of Don Rodriguez's 
reſolution, I renounced for ever the doctor's 
habit, and put on my old embroidered coat, 
then bid adicu to Sangrado, who made uſe of 
all the arguments he could to detain me, but 
to no purpoſe. The wicked Roderiguez be- 
ing ever preſent to my frightened imagination, 
in order not to meet him I made my eſcape 
from Valladolid next morning by the break of 
day. The only regret I had in leaving that 
city was, my not having ſeen Fabricio, my 
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As I trudged along the road to Madrid, I 
aſked pardon of heaven for all the miſchief L 
had committed whilft Sangrado's ſubſtitute. I 
nevertheleſs counted over with pleaſure in 
thought, the fees I had received for my ſeve- 
ral afſaflinations, like thoſe women who have 
quitted the trade of proſtitution, yet live on 
the money they had made by it. 

J had left, in reals, to the full value of five 
ducats, that was the ſum total JI ſet out with 
fram Valladolid. I computed it ſufficient ta 
defray my expences to Madrid, where I relied 
upon getting into ſome good ſervice, I had 
moreover a paſſionate deſire to ſee that ſuperb 
city, which had been ſo often vaunted to me 
as the abridgment of all the wonders of the 
world, X | 

.As I was ruminating upon all the fine re- 
lations I had heard of Madrid, and the plea- 
ſures that are enjoyed there, I heard the vice 
of a man ſinging, as he came faſt after, and 
ſoon joined me. He had a leathern ſack on 
his back, and a guitar hanging from his neck; 
by his ſide was ſtuck a very long toledo. 

He happened to be a journeyman barber, 
an intimate of my fiiend and townſman Fa- 
bricio, by whom he was introduced to my ac- 
quaintance at Valladolid, We ſoon hailed 
each other, being equally ſurprized at our un- 
expected meeting on the highway, and equally 
pleaſed at our joining company. I told him 
what had made me quit Valladolid, and he in 


return 
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return informed me of his reaſon; to wit, a 
quarrel with his maſter, and that. beſides, he 
was reſolved to viſit his parents, whoſe dwell- 
ing place was at Olmedo, a large village on 
this fide of Segovia. I determined to accom- 
pany him thither, and to repair from thence 
to Segovia, where I hoped to find ſome con- 
veniency to forward me to Madrid. 

Having refreſhed ourſelves on the road, my 
new companion, from what he had heard of 
my ftrange adventures from Fabricio, en- 
treated me to tell him the whole, which, 
having nothing better to do, and to be- 
* the road I readily confented to. When 

had finiſhed my narrative, I requeſted that 
he would indulge me with the relation of his, 


which he did, and it proved not altogether. 


unentertaining. 


By the time he had done we were come to- 


the Ponto de Duero, and remained there that 
day. We ſet out with the dawn next morn- 
ing, 
and Valpueſta. The following morning by 
eleven o'clock we reached the Plains of Ol-- 
medo, 

This,“ ſaid my 
« place of my birth, I feel a tranſport in re- 


viewing it;“ ſo natural it is for man to 


love his native country. As we advanced on 


the plain we diſcovered a number of people 
and drawing ſtill nearer, we 


near the town; 


deſcry'd objects worthy of our attention. 
| "9. There 


and we put up at night in a little village 
whoſe name I have forgot, between Moyados. 


companion, © is. the 
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There were three great tents pitched at 2 
{mall diſtance one from the other, and near 
them were a number of cooks and ſcullions 
preparing a feait ; ſome Jaid napkins on long 
tables in the tents, others were occupied in 
filling earthen pitchers with wine. 

One ſet of attendants was employed in 
making the pots boil, another in turning 
ſpits, on which were all forts of meat. But 
what attracted my attention more than an 
other object, was a large theatre newly erected ; 
its decorations were made of carton, painted in 
different colours, and ſurcharged with Greek 
and Latin devices, 

Curiofity egged on my companion and me 
to know what was the intent of the mighty 
preparations we faw before us. We ſoon 
learned that it was a rejoicing on account of 
a large fortune left to ſome inhabitants of Ol- 
medo, and foine marriage in conſequence. We 
regaled ourſelves plentifully firft, and after- 
wards partook of their rural diverſions, 

I ſojourned a few days with my fellow-tra- 
veller, and then ſet out with a merchant oft 
Segovia, who paſſed through Olmedo in his 
way back from Valladolid, with four unloaded 
mules. He treated me with kindneſs on the 
road, and detained me two days at his houſe 
in Segovia. When he ſaw me 1eady to ſet 
out with a muletcer for Madrid, he gave me 
a letter, which he defired I ſhould deliver in 
perſon as addreſled. = 

e 


e e 
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He did not tell me the contents, I accord- 
ingly delivered it to Mattheo Melendez, a cloth 
merchant at Madrid, who, upon reading it, 
he imormed me was a letter of recommenda- 
tion to him in my behalf; proceeded. very ci- 
villy toward me, entertaining me in his houſe 
till ſuch time as he ſhould be able to procure 
me a good place; which he did in a few days, 
with a gentleman of his acquaintance, who, 
being a whimſical man did not keep me long 
in his iervice, and diſcharged me through ca- 
price. 

By the aſſiſtance of my friend Melendez, 
I ſoon got into an infinitely more agreeable 
ſervice than any I had been in with Don Ma- 
thias de Silva, a perſonage of the firſt quality, 
and a petit maitre of the court. There Me— 
lende: placed me by means of his friend 
Rodriguez a thorough-paced ſteward, whom 
Melendez adviſed me to pay more court to than 
to my maſter, for that would be the way to have 
my wages exactly paid and receive other fa- 
vours. "The hint was ſufficient for me. Ro- 


driguez preſented, and Don Mathias received. 


me in quality of valet de chambre. 

Don Mathias being invited that morning 
by three or four young noblemen of his ac- 
quaintance, they fet out on a party to dine 
at a famous tavern, I followed my maſter 
by his directions, the other gentlemen being 
tollowed by their valets, 
without ſome ſurprize, as we went along, that 

each. 
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I obſerved, not 
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each of the other ſervants aped his maſter and 
affected all his airs. 

I ſaluted my new brethren, who returned 
the compliment, and one of them having 
viewed me for ſome time, ſaid, I gueſs by 
« your gait, fir, that you have not been uſed 
£ to ſerve young courtiers.” No, fir,” re- 
<< plied I, © for I have not been long in Ma- 
% drid. “ That I ſee plainly,” added he, 
* but courage, my lad, we ſhall ſoon form 
* you,” 

The dinner being ready as we came to the 
tavern, our maſters ſat down to table, and we 
prepared to ſerve them. I Was highly enter- 
tained with their diſcourſe, fallies of wit, and 
agreeable extravagancies. As ſoon as the de- 
ſert and a ſufficient number of bottles of Spa- 
niſh wine were ſerved up, we ſubaltern gen- 
try retired to our dinner prepared for us in a 
little ſalon. 

We ſaluted each other by the names of our 
maſters, and drank ourſelves py in as lord- 
ly a manner as they could. Conſidering it 
was my firſt appearance in high company, 
they all ſaid I acquitted myſelf very well. We 
continued at table till our maſters were pleaſed 
to break up, which was about midnight. 

By frequenting my parti-coloured Peers, I 
gradually gave into all their impertinences, 
and commenced a man of intrigue, going out 
in my maſter's cloaths. Thus I continued an 
agreeable libertine life, till ſuch time as Don 
Mathias was ſlain in a duel, A few days 1 

is 
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interment, Roderigo diſcharged me and the 
other ſervants, 

By a proper tranfition from a petit maitre, 
I became ſoon after valet to a celebrated 
actreſs, the beſt place in the world for a young 
man to learn all faſhionable vices. In conſe- 
quence I gave headlong into all forts of de- 
bauchery. How was it poſſible for me to do 
otherwiſe, all I heard and all I ſaw contributed 
to corrupt my morals. | 

I yielded myſelf entirely to the torrent of a 
moſt licentious life for three weeks ; indulging 
in every party that offered itſelf. But to con- 
feſs the truth, in the midſt of this giddy whirl 
of pleaſure, I felt ſome remorſe of conſci- 
ence. The remains of my former education, 
and a daſh of bitterneſs threw a damp upon 
each delight. I ſoon grew entirely diſguſted, 
and reſolved to quit immediately ſo vicious a 
ſtation. i 

By the means of Rodriguez, whom I acci- 
dentally met in the ſtreet, and gave him a 
faithful account of my late ſervice and elope- 
ment, I was placed with Don Vincent, a 
rich old nobleman, that had one only daughter 
Aurora, a moſt accompliſhed young lady, and 
who thinking ſhe remarked ſomething in me 
above common ſervants, was pleaſed to treat 
me with a greater air of condeſcenhon. Ha- 
ving, after her father's death, ſerved her faith- 
fully in an intrigue to win Doa Lewis de 
Pacheco, whom ſhe paſſionately loved, and 
was ſoon married to; ſhe generoully rewarded 


ny 
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my ſervices, and left it to my choice to continue 
with her, or to go live with an uncle of her 
huſband's, Don Gonzales de Pacheco, who, on 
hearing them give ſo great a character of me, 
earneſtly deſired to have me in his ſervice. 

Upon the report of his being a worthy old 
2 I told my miſtreſs Aurora, that 

ince ſo earneſtly defired; if with her conſent 
and approbation, I would go live with her 
huſband's uncle, which I looked upon as being 
ſtill in the family. 

I the next morning waited on Don Gon- 
zales, with lady Aurora's compliments, and to 
inform him of her having conſented to my 
entering into his ſervice. T hough mid-day 
when I went to him, he was yet abed ; as [ 
was ſhewed into his room, I ſaw a page bring 
lim a baſon of ſoup to take before his riſing. 

This old gentleman had a large muſtacio in 
papillots. Little ſhrunk eyes were almoſt bu- 
ried in his head, his countenance was very 
pale and meagre. He was of that claſs of 
old batchelors, who have ſpent their youth in 
all ſorts of libertiniſm, and do not amend in 
their more advanced years. He received me 
very kindly, ſaying, If I would ferve him 
„with the ſame zeal I had ſerved lady Au- 
„ rora, that my fortune ſhould be made in 
“ conſequence.” 

I promiſed to acquit myſelf with the ſame 
zeal and activity, upon which I was inſtalled 
in the ſervice of my new maſter. Good hea- 


ven, what a figure of a man it was, As he 
| got 
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got out of bed I thought J ſaw the reſurrec- 
tion of Lazarus. Imagine, courteous reader, 

a tall ſkeleton with a fapleſs ſkin drawn over 
it through whoſe tranſparency ſtudents might 
learn the bones of the human fabrick. 

Three or four pair of ſtockings drawn one 
upon the other, did not hinder his legs from 
appearing very ſpindles. Moreover, this breath- 
ing mummy was aſthmatic, and coughed at 
almoſt every word he ſpoke. Having drunk 
his chocolate, he called tor pen, ink and 
per, wrote a billet deux which he ſealed up, 
and gave it to the page wno had ſerved him 
his ſoup in bed, to carry quickly to its ad- 
dreſs. 

Then turning to me, he ſaid, „It is you, 

« friend Gil Blas, that I mean, ſhall hence- 
forward be charged with my amorous com- 
«© miſſions, particularly all thoſe concernin 
«© Donna Eufraſia a young lady of quality, 
« by whom I am loved, and love moſt ten- 
« derly. 
„Good heaven,” ſaid I to myſelf, *I ſhall 
no longer be ſurprized at young men's 
«© being vain of their intrigues with the fair 
“ ſex, Tince ſuch old fuſty fellows as this dry 
«© exhauſted maſter of mine piques himſelf 
© thereon. 

He told me that ſhe was the abridzment of 
all female perfection, which 1 did not t oppole ; : 
and that ſhe was a Lucretia to him. "That 1 
doubted, for, from the experience I had of 

the 


cc 
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the ladics, I found that old lovers were their 
dupes. However, to pay my court to Don 
Gonzales, I extolled Dona Eufraſia, for ha- 
ving fixed her paſſion upon ſo worthy an ob- 
ject : nay, I fwore ſhe could not find fo ami- 
able a gallant in all the country. | plied him 
well with the cenſer-box, and found he had 
noſtrils for it all. 

But Euphraſia finding I had too much ho- 
_ to enter into all her views to rob my 
maſter's heirs, ſoon prevailed on him, con- 
trary to his own conviction of "7 integrity, 
to diſmiſs me from his fervice. e excufed 
himſelf on the occaſion as well as he could, 
which was but in a very awkward unman! 
manner, made me a preſent of fifty ducats, 
and thinking it incumbent on him to get me 
a place (having ſeduced me from lady Aurora) 
he fixed me with the marchioneſs de Chaves. 

This new miſtreſs of mine was a widow 
lady of about five and thirty, tall, and well 
made; ſhe had no children, and enjoyed an 
income of ten thouſand ducats a year. I 
had never before ſeen ſo reſerved a lady, or 
one that ſpoke ſo little. Notwithſtanding this 
grave Caſt, ſhe paſſed for the moſt witty woman 
in Madrid, 5 

The great concourſe of perſons of quality 
and literati that aſſembled at her houſe every 
day, contributed more to her acquiring this 
reputation than any thing ſhe ſaid. lived. 
very happily with her for about ſux — 

| an 
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and was thoroughly pieaſed with my condi- 
tion. But my adverſe ſtars till perſecuting 
me, ſo continued matters, that I fell in love 
with one of my lady's women, both young 
and handſome ; her name was Portia. 

But, as the devil would have it, my lady's 
ſecretary, a proud, jealous, haughty little tel- 
low, was enamoured of the very goddeſs I 
adored. From the moment he had diſcovered 
my paſſion, without previouſly N whe- 
ther with Portia's approbation or not, he de- 
termined on fighting me, and in conſequence, 
challenged me to meet him next day in a pri- 
vate place he named. TL 

This little fellow ſcarcely reached -up to 
my ſhoulders, and being beſides of a very 
weak habit of body, the challenge pleaſed me, 
becauſe I prejudged my victory over him 2s 
certain, and that I ſhould in conſequence be 
raiſed in the eſteem of Portia. But alas, the 
event turned out quite contrary to my hopes. 

The little ſecretary, who had practiſed at 
a fencing-ſchool for two or three years before, 
made nothing of my oppofition ; nay, ſoon 
diſarmed me: then preſenting the point of his 
ſword at my breaſt, bid me chuſe either to die 
that moment, or to give my honour that 1 
ſhould never return to the houſe of the mar- 


chioneſs de Chaves, or think of Portia more. 


Cruel as the laſt part of the conqueror's injunc- 
tion was, prudence and the argument of felt- 
preſervation, whiſpered me to accept of it. 


* 
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I the more readily complied with the vic. 
tor's terms, becauſe I could not dare to ap- 
pear before my fellow-ſervants, and particu. 
larly before my lovely Portia, after ſo icanda. 
lous a defeat. 
thence carried off my caſh, cloaths and things, 
to make the beſt of yo 


there was no longer abiding for me at Mz. 


drid with honour, I determined to make the 
tour of Spain, and take up my quarters for 2 


certain time in each city. 

I thus reaſoned with myſelf. The money! 
am now poſſeſſed of, will laſt me for ſome 
time. I will ſpend it with the greateſt ceco- 


nomy. When totally conſumed my final re.. 

ſource is to go to ſervice, and a perſon of . 

merit can never fail of getting one to his liking,.c. 
reached Toledo at the end of the third 


day, took up my lodging at a good inn, where, 
in virtue of ſome fine cloaths that I had, and 
foppiſh airs, which I exerted, I paſſed myſelf for 
a man of conſequence. Having ſeen all object: 
of curioſity at 'Foledo, I quitted it one morn- 
ing before break of day in order to go to Ar- 
ragon. 

On my way thither I met with an amiable 
young nobleman Don Alphonzo, who took 
liking for and opened himſelf to me. He related 
all his adventures, and being, after a ſeries d 
diſaſters, made happy by marrying the lady 


he adored, in order that I ſhould participate 


of his happineſs, he made me his ſteward, 


* 


FIX 


ſtole incog to my chamber, from 


way to Toledo. An 
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My new maſter Don Alphonzo, was idola- 
ouſly fond of Seraphina, who did not yield 
whit in paſſion for him ; and old Don . 
ought himſelf on the pinacle of human hap- 
ines, by thus having with him his ſon and 
aughter fo ardently attached to each other, I 
ade it my buſineſs to inſinuate myſelf as far 
could into the eſteem of the old gentie- 
an, who took ſuch a liking to me, that the 
anagement of almoſt every thing was left to 
1 diſpoſal. 
J paid all demands upon the family, was 


ne 

b: veſted with an abſolute power over all the 
„ber fervants ; of which (1 can, without va- 
m ity, ſay) 1 did not abuſe, I never took upon 


e to turn away ſervants whom I chanced to 
like, nor exacted a ridiculous reſpect from 
ole who were devoted to me, Nay, if any 
f them made a direct application to Don 
nd x 
æſar or his ſon for any favour ; ſo far was 
from thwarting, that I commonly backed 
jeir petition. 

The daily marks of eſteem ſhewn to me by 
y worthy maſters, inſpired me with a dit- 
\ {Witereſted zeal in their behalf. I ſcorned to 
rohit of any of the little advantages ſo inci- 
ental to thoſe in my ſtation. In fine, I was 
nonſuch. 

But alas, this flattering ſcene was ſoon over- 
aſt. For a diſagreeable duenna, by whom Don 
\lphonſo's lady had been educated from her 
nfancy, fell in love with me, and not being 
ble to work upon me to be correſpondent with 
her 
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her paſſion, her love turned to hatred, ſhe en 
ployed all her cunning and intereſted her lu 
againſt me; ſo that to get out of the rex 
of ſuch a megera, and for the ſake of the 
mily's quiet, I thought. proper to withdr; 


| ; erwa 
irom that family, foreſeeing that my lonnce 
abiding there would be a daily cauſe of ul 5 
eaſineſs, by the wicked machinations of Mat pu 
rejected Jezabel. Before my departure I lf lau 
a fair and liquidated account of my ſtewan repl 
ſhip. Do! 


Being maſter of a horſe, and a toleratff £1, 
ſum in caſh, I purſued my original plan 
making the tour of Spain, in order to ſee a 
reſide a while in all the famous cities. Th ſhix 
next I repaircd to, after leaving Don Alphon( 
was Granada; where I reached in ſafety, n 
the leaſt accident (contrary to my uſual lucy dat 
having happened to me in the way, thither. 

One of the firſt perſons I met in the ſtree 
of Granada was Don Fernand de Levya, b e 
ther in law to Don Alphonſo, who bein; 
married to Seraphina's ſiſter, was conſequent! 
fon in taw of the count de Polan, the fathe 
of the the two ladies. We were equally fur 
prized at meeting each other. 

„ Why, how now Gil Blas, who coul 
expect to ſee you in this city? what parti 
„ cular buſineſs has brought you hither ?” 
thus anſwered his deſire. “ Since, Don Fer 
„ nand, you are ſurprized at ſeeing me here 
« you would be much more ſo, were you te 
to know the reaſon why I have quitted the 

| & {eryice 
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ſervice of Don Cæſar, and of his ſon Don 
Alphonſo.” | 

At his requeſt, I informed Don Fernand, 
Wich made him laugh very heartily. He 
Merwards told me with a ſerious counte- 
nce, that, if I pleaſed, he would employ 
s mediation to have me reinſtated, and for 
at purpoſe would write forthwith to his ſiſter 
law. © No, no, good Don: Fernand,“ 
replied I, * do not write; for when I left 
Don Alphonſo's ſervice, it was with a re- 
ſolution of not returning to it. But, ſince 
you are ſo generous as to make me, un- 
ſl worthy as I am, an offer of your friend- 
I ſhip, be ſo kind, if any among your friends 
or relations ſhould want a ſecretary or inten- 
dant, to honour me with your recommen- 
dation for ſuch places. On my ſide, I will 


repent,” 
With all my foul,” moſt courteouſly re- 
ined Don Fernand, „I will do all in m 
power to to ſerve you. My buſineſs to 
UF Granada is to ſee an old aunt ; Twherefore, 
lu 1 ſhall remain here three weeks before 1 
propoſe returning to my beloved ſpouſe 
Julia, at my patrimonial caſtle of Serquin. 
| reſide, during my ſtay here, in this hotel,” 
ad Don Fernand, pointing to one at an 
undred paces diſtance from us) * where be 
ſure do you call every day, that you may 
have early information in caſe I ſhould 
„ hear 
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take care that you ſhall have no reaſon to. 
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e hear of any place not unworthy of your eau 
c ceptance,” day, 

It was too much my intereſt to neglect Mttic 
friendly an invitation, and upon my firſt viſWor x 
in conſequence, Don Fernand jiuformed n{ ro 
with great pleaſure, that the archbiſhop 1. 
Granada, his relation and friend, wanted ccl« 
young man who had ſome tincture of lettcryrere 
and could write a good hand, to tranſcribe is a 
works, for the archbiſhop was a voluminogre. 
author. He told me that his grace had con 
poſed the lord knows how many volumes 
homilies, and that he continued ſtil] 
compole, and utter them with univerſal a 
plauſe. 

Don Fernand added, * Now, Gil Blas, Shavic 
« I think you capable of anſwering all hKrith 
c wants, I have recommended, and he h lo- 
« promiſed to receive you. IT herefore, ff tr: 


* 


t 


« and preſent yourſelf to him in my nam tai 
* You will readily gather from his receptig I: 
of you, how warmly I have ſpoken in yoſherlo 
„ fayour.” 


This appeared to me a place conformab 
to my molt ſanguine deſires. Therefore, h th 
ving equipped myſelf in the moſt decent marac 
ner, I went in a morning or two after to p T 
my devoirs at the archbiſhoprick. Were Wd | 
now to imitate the writers of romance, nat 
ſhould here give a pompous deſcription of ti by 
epiſcopal palace at Granada, expatiate on thi he 
architecture of the edifice, extol the richneWMl arr 
of the furniture, enumerate and point out ti be 

beautic 
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eautics of all the pictures and ſtatues there; 


day, I ſhould not ſpare my reader the leaſt. 


Wrticle to be met with. But I think it enough 


Nor my preſent purpoſe, to ſay that it equalled 


royal palace in magnificence. 

l found in the outer apartments a crow dof 
| Kcclefiaſticks, and others wearing ſwords, who 
erſ@vere for the molt part his grace's officers, to wit, 
is almoner, gentlemen, and valets de cham- 
pre. The lay ſervants particularly were fo finely 
lrefled, that one might eaſily have taken them 
or noblemen rather than domeſtics : moreover 
hey affected very haughty and conſequential 
irs. 

I could not help ſmiling at the arrogant be- 
Waviour thoſe reptiles exhibited, and ſaid I 
Within myſelf, “how inſenſible muſt thoſe fel- 
F* lows be of their ſervile ſtate, for if they were 
truly conſcious of their condition, they cer- 
tainly would behave with more humility.” 
I addrefied myſelf to a luſty, grave looking 


oor, to open and ſhit it as occaſion ſhould re- 
uire. I aſked him in the politeſt manner Icould, 
there were any means of ſpeaking to his 
race. ; 

The fellow ſcarce deigned to anſwer me, 
nd that with a coſtive and forbidding coun=- 


by, going to ſay maſs, and may perhaps 
honour you, with a moment's audience.“ 
armed myſelf with patience, and -in order 
d beguile the time till his grace ſhould ap- 
pear, 


Scr\on, who waited at the archbiſhop's cloſet. 


nance, © His grace, friend, will ſoon pais' 
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pear, I attempted to join in converſation with 
ſome of his officers. They in a ſupercilious 
manner ſurveyed me from head to foot, with. 
out deigning to give me a ſyllable of anſwer; 
then mutually fignified to each other, with a 
look of contempt, their joint opinion of my 
impudence, to have dared to force my con- 
verſation on (no doubt) perſons of their rank, 

I own myſelf weak enough to have been 
totally diſconcerted by ſuch treatment from 
valets. I had ſcarce recovered from my con- 
fuſion when the cloſet door was opened. His 

race appeared. At his coming forth, his 
Pate impertinent jabbering officers aſſumed a 
moſt reſpectful filence, and to their haughty 
airs ſucceeded a moſt ſubmiſſive countenance 
in the preſence of their maſter, 

The archbiſhop of Granada was in the 
ſixty ninth year of his age, and in figure not 
unlike to my uncle Gil Perez the — 
that is, low and fat. Beſides his legs were 
turned inwards. His Head was ſo bald that 
but one lock of hair remained behind, which 
obliged him to defend it from the incle- 
mency of the weather by a large fine woollen 
cap with long ears. : 

Notwithſtanding all thoſe diſcommendatory 
circumſtances, I fancied that I diſcovered in 
him all the air of a nobleman, and that per- 
haps, becauſe I knew him to be ſuch. We 
people of plebeian rank look up to men of 
family with eyes greatly prejudiced in their be- 

half, 


GIL BLAS de SAN TILLANE. 97 


half, and often attribute to them marks of 
greatneſs, not vouched by nature. 
The archbiſhop advanced towards me, and 


aſked in a tone of the politeſt condeſcenſion, 


« What was my buſineſs.“ I anſwered his 
grace, that 1 was the young man recommended 
to him by Don Fernand his relation, With- 
out letting me proceed any farther, he ſaid, 
&« So then, you are the young man he has 
given me ſo great a character of. You are one 
&« of my houſhold, I look upon you as a 
„valuable acquilition ; therefore, hencefor- 
& ward, this is to be your place of reſidence.“ 

His grace then reiting himſelf on the arms 
of two valets de chambre, after a ſhort andi- 
ence to ſome clergymen, moved off, Ihe 
archbiſhop was ſcarce got out of the room, 
when thoſe very officers in waiting, who 
had before deſpiſed my converſation ; as fludi- 
ouſly ſolicited it. They not only crowded 
about me, but were metamorphoſed into the 
very pinks of courteſy, cxpreſiing the greateſt 
joy on my being. inſtalled one of the archbi- 
ſhop's houſhould. 

Having overheard the words their maſter 
ſaid to me, they were in the utmoſt anxicty to 
know what place I ſhould occupy. But I had 
the malicious pleaſure of baulking their curio- 
lity, in order to be revenged on them for their 
late contempt of me. 

His grace ſoon returned, and made a ſign for 
me to follow him into his cloſet, that he might 
there confer with me in private. I rightly 

„ F gueſſed 
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gueſſed that it was with a deſign of ſounding 
my capacity. I was therefore upon my guard, 


and mcaſured every word of anſwer I made 


him. 
He firſt examined me in humanity. I an- 
ſwered all his queſtions very pertinently. Find- 


ing me maſter cf the Greek and Latin authors, 


his grace's next attack on me was in logic, 
That was the point I wiſhed to come at, for 
there he found me unaſſailable. Upon which 
he was pleaſed to ſay with ſome ſurprize, 
Friend Gil Blas, you have had a very good 
education. Let me now ſee your hand- 
« writing.” 

I drew out of my pocket a written ſheet of 


paper that I had brought on purpoſe ; with 


which the good prelate was very well pleaſed : 
and thus expreſſed his ſatisfaction. I am 


even more pleaſed with your hand-writing 


than your wit, I ſhall thank my nephew 
« Don Fernand for having recommended me 
« fo clever alad. It is abſolutely a preſent he 
has made me.“ 

Here we were interrupted by ſome noble- 
men of Granada come to dine with his grace, 
I withdrew in order to leave them together, 
and joined the officers in' waiting, who were 
laviſh in their politeneſs to me. When the 
hour of table was come I ſat down with them, 
and if on one hand, all their attention was to 
examine me, mine was no Jeſs occupied about 


them, 
Each 
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Each of tl e eccleſiaſtic's countenances ap- 
peared to be the throne of prudence. They 
had all, to me, the appearance of holy perſo- 
nages; ſo warped was my mind, by the reſ- 
pect conceived for them from the place ,in 
which I ſaw them. 

I did not harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion that all 
this was counterfeit, imagining that hypocriſy 
could not exiſt within the ſacred precincts of 
epiſcopal palaces. 

My place at table happened to be near an 
old valet de chambre, whoſe name was Me- 
chior de la Rolanda, He took care to help 
me to all the tit-bits, His attention for me 
begot a return on my fide, and my polite de- 
portment towards him, ſo far gained me his 
triendſhip, that after.dinner he whiſpered me 
in the ear, that he would be glad to have a 
private conference with me, 

We retired to a remote part of the palace, 
where no body .could overhear the purport of 
his diſcourſe, which he thus began, * Young 
„ man, from the firſt moment I ſaw, I felt 
« a friendly diſpoſition for you, and in order to 
give you an undeniable proof thereof, I am 
« going to impart to you matters, the know- 
« ledge whereof mult be highly advantageous 
« to you. You live here in a palace, where 
* the truly devout and hypocrites are indiſ- 
« criminately mixed together. 

« As it would require a very long time to 
« know perfectly this new world you are em- 
% barked in, by your own experience, I am 

2 « reſolvee 
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*< reſolved to exempt you from the neceſſity of 
ſo diſagreeable a taſk, by exhibiting to you 
the different characters that reſide in this 
se palace.“ 
„I ſhall begin with my lord the archbi. 
ſhop. He is indeed a very pious prelate, 
whole principal occupation is to inſtruct his 
c people, and make them purſue the paths of 
virtue, which he paints to them in excel- 
c Jent. moral diſcourſes of his own compoſi- 
tion. He has quitted the court about twenty 
«© years, that he might dedicate his time en- 
<< tirely to the zeal he has of edifying his 
« flock. He is, doubtleſs, a learned man, and 
« a great orator. His chief delight is to 
e preach, and his auditors are always in rap- 
<« tures to hear him. 
„Perhaps all this zeal of inſtructing is not 
totally devoid of ſome tincture of vanity, 
« But, as it is not for us to ſcrutinize the 
<< hearts of others, it would but ill become 
me to cenſure the proceedings of him in 
«© whole ſervice 1 live ſo happily. There is 
« one article, however, for which I think his 
&« lordſhip reproachable, that is, his ſeverity. 
So far is he from having any indulgence for 
the foibles of churchmen, that he puniſhes 
them with the greateſt rigour. He perſecutes 
moſt unmercifully, thoſe, who, relying on 
their innocence, would juſtify themſelves ju- 
ridically in contempt of his archiepiſcopal au- 
thority. He has beſides another failing, not 
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indeed particular to him, but very common 
among the great.“ 

'« You prick up your cars, Gil Blas, to 
„Know what that failing is; I will tell you. 
c It is, that though his grace loveth his do- 
6 meſticks, yet he does not make their ſer- 
« vices ſufficiently the object of his atten- 
tion. For he lets them grow old without 
« procuring any eftabliſhment. And thoſe 
* who ſometimes receive gratifications from 
him, are not ſo much to attribute it to his 
« own feelings, as to the kindneſs of ſome 
« intermediator who has ſpoken in their be- 
« half; for if left to himſelf until the end of 
time, he would never think of any ſuch re- 
«© muneration,” 

This is the exact picture the old valet de 
chambre gave me of his maſter. He after- 
wards told me his Candid opinion of all the 
clergy with whom we had dined. The por- 
traits he drew of them were very Gifferent 
from the countenancesthey had aitumed, He did 
not indeed repcetent them to me as diſhone!t 
men, but only as iuclfterent prieſts. Heexcepted 
a few among them, whole virtue he extolicd 
very much, 

eing thus provided with a chart of the 
country I was in, I knew what ſemblance to 
put on with thoſe church gentry, and that 
very night at ſupper 1 exhibired all the com- 
poſed airs of fanctification, which is no dif- 
cult taſæ to whoever {ets his mind about it; 


40 


and i is the obvious reaſon that we ought not 
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to be ſurprized at the number of hypocrites 


we meet in ſociety. 

Having brought all my things from the inn 
to my chamber in the epiſcopal palace, by his 
grace's order, I was next morning early ſum- 
moned to attend him; it was to give me a 
homily to be tranſcribed. He recommended 
to me over and over, to copy it with the moſt 
ſcrupulous exactneſs, which I took care to do, 
not an accent, punctum, or even virgula was 
omitted. 

The archbiſhop was moſt agreeably ſur- 
prized at my elegant execution. As he ran 
over the ſeveral pages of the copy, Eternal 
4 father, cried he, in raptures, “ was ever 
<« any tranſcript ſo correct. From the exact- 
« nels of this copy, I conclude, Gil Blas, 
« that you muſt be an excellent grammarian, 
<« therefore conceal nothing from, but act 
« with me as a friend, Say ingenuouſly, as 
« you copied, did nothing occur that to you 
« appeared exceptionable ; for example, in- 
« accuracy of ſtyle or impropriety of expreſ- 
« fon ?” 

« O my Lord,” replied I, with the moſt 
ſtudied air of mcdeſty, J am not learned 
« enough to make critical obſervations, &c. 
« if J were, I dare aſſert that you grace's 
& writings are above the reach of criticiſm.” 
The prelate's ſmile denoted his being pleaſed 
with what I ſaid ; but he made me no anſwer, 
I perceived, however, through his great piety, 


that he had all the feelings of an author. 
3 This 
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This laſt flattery quite eſtabliſhed me in his 


eſteem. I daily became dearcr to him; and, 
by the by, hd from Don Fernand, 
who came often to fee his uncle, that 
J might look upon my fortune as made, and 
I was ſome time after confirmed in the ſooth- 
ing opinion by my maſter himſelf, and on this 
occaſion, 

He repeated one evening before me in his 
cloſet with great warmth, and a kind of en- 
thuſiaſm, a homily that he was to utter the 
following day in his cathedral. Not ſatisfied 
to have my opinion of the ſaid piece in general, 
he inſiſted on my telling him the particular 
paſſages with which I was the moſt affected. 
I was lucky enough to quote him thoſe with 
which he himſelf was the molt ſatisſicd. 

This rivetted me in his opinion as a man 
of ſound judgment, and delicate taſte of all 
the beautics in a production of wit. Nor 
could he contain himſcif, ** "There needs no 
other trial, Gil Blas, to prove you a con- 
« noiſſeur. I will vouch for you that your 
& 1ntelleEts are not Beotian.” Nay, his grace 
was fo delighted with me that he added, 
«© Gil Blas, be no longer uneaſy about your 
fortune in this world. I take it upon me, 
« that it ſhall be according to your heart's 
„ deſire. I have an affection for you, and 
that you may not doubt it, I declare you 
„ my confidant.” 

His grace had no fooner ſaid theſe words, 
than I fell at his knees, penetrated with the 
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moſt lively ſenſe of gratitude, He ſaid by 
way of anſwer to my reſpectful humiliation : 


ce 
ce& 
40 
cc 
ce 
44 
40 
cc 
ce 


«6 


Liſten, Gil Blas, attentively to what I am 
going to ſay. As I mean that you ſhall be 
henceforth the depoſitary of all my ſecrets : 
you muſt know that I am fond of preach- 
ing, and indeed God has been pleaſed to 
bleſs my homilies with a ſacred unction; 
for many a finner has been reclaimed by 
them, and waſhed away the remembrance 
of his former treſpaſſes, with the tears 
of repentance.” | 

„ I have often had the pleaſure of obſerv- 
ing the avaricious man ſcared by the images 
I drew before him of his wickedneſs, to 
open his purſe to thefneedy, and ſtrive, as 
it were, to buy his forgiveneſs. I have 
often frightened libertines from their fa- 
vourite pleaſures z and made the ambitious 
beceme hermits. Many a wife, alm ot ſe- 
duced by an agreeabble wooer, has been 
ſaved through the energy of my arguments. 
« The great number of converſions I make 
is motive enough, were there no other, for 
my continuing to preach. I will, however, 
unboſom myſelf to you, honeſt Gil Blas; 
beſides the great object of ſaving ſouls, 
there is a little daſh of vanity in my pro- 
ceeding, for I reproach myſelf with being 
extremely deſirous that my homilies ſhould 
be eſteemed as ſtandards for correctneſs and 
elegance of ſtyle. Not to mince the mat- 
| 6 ger, 
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« ter, I own that the reputation of being a 
« perfect orator has charms for me.” 
„ My works are in general eſteemed for 
ce their ſtrength and delicacy, but I would 
« fain, under the pilotage of your exquiſite 
judgment, eſcape the rock on which ſo 
<« many great writers have ſplit; that is, their 
c compoling too long, to the running down 
« of their fame. For my part, I would fain 
« retire betimes, with an unexceptionable 
character of eloquence.” F 

& For this end then, Gil Blas, I demand 
one act of friendſhip at your hands; which 
„is, that when you ſhall perceive my ſtile 
„ lofe its uſual vigour, through advancing 
&« age: in ſhort, when you ſhall diſcover me 
© to be on the decline, you will be fo inge- 
„ nuous as to give me notice thereof.” 

On fo nice an article there is no de- 
« pending on one's ſelf, being too intereſted 
“ on the flattering ſide. 1 therefore make 
„ choice of your judgment, which I know 
© to be excellent, and have an abſolute reli- 
« ance on.” TI rejoined with a zealous ear- 
neſtneſs. Thank heaven, my lord, you are 
far from the enfeebling period of life. Be- 
& fides, ſo ſtrong a genius as yours will rather 
«© grow more vigorous, than be impaired. by 


0e 2 as did that of the famous cardinal 
cc 


imenes.” 
His | any replied, © Come, no fattery, 
« Gil Blas, I know-I may fall off on the 


& ſudden, as others have done before me. 
1 5 


„ More- 
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„Moreover, at my age the infirmities of na- 
c ture begin to be felt, and the weakneſs of 
<< the mind follows that of the body. There- 
fore, I earneſtly repeat to, you, Gil Blas, 
c that when you ſhall perceive the leaſt ſymp- 
tom of weakneſs in my homilies, you (as 
in duty bound) will give me . no- 
. 

Do not apprehend any bad conſequence 
from your frankneſs 1 ſincerity. No, the 
more undiſguiſed will be your admoni- 
tion, the more kindly ſhall I receive it, and 
look upon it. as an irrefragable proof of 
your attachment to me. . Beſides, Gil Blas, 
obſcrve, it will be your intereſt ſo to do, 
for, I declare, ſhould I learn any other 
part, that my diſcourſes loſe of their wont- 
ed energy, and that it is high time for me 
to retire from the pulpit, I will not forgive 
your remiſſneſs, but what is more, withdraw 
my friendſhip, and ſo . puniſh your foolith 
« diſcretion.” 

Here the prelate ſtopt to hear my anſwer, 
which was, that I ſhould ſcrupulouſly conform 
to his requeſt, From that moment he kept 
nothing a ſecret from me. I was his diſtin- 
guiſhed favourite, and was envied for it by all 
his grace's houſhold, except my honeſt monitor 
Melchior de la Ronda. 
It was really curious to fee in what manner 
they all behaved themſelves towards their maſ- 
ter's confidant. Every meanneſs was put in 
practice to gain my benevolence, I could 2 
thin 
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think them Spaniards, they appeared ſo entire- 
ly devoid of all pride, | 

T rendered: them every ſervice I could, with- 
out being in the leaſt the dupe of their inter- 
eſted politeneſs to me. At my interceſſion, the 
archbiſhop, contrary. to his uſual cuſtom, be- 
ſtirred himſelf to procure them eſtabliſhments. 
He got a company for one, and ſupplied him 
with caſh to figure in his corps. He had 
another ſent to Mexico, in order to fill up a 
conſiderable employment there; and for my 
friend Melchior I obtained a very good gra- 
tuity. By the prelate's compliance, I experi- 
enced, that if it had not been his cuſtom to 
be beforehand with peoples wiſhes, he: could 
not refuſe a boon when ſolicited. 

The ſervice I rendered to a clergyman de- 
ſerves a particular detail. One day a licentiate 
called Lewis Garcias, was preſented to me by 
our major domo, who told me at the fame 
time that he was one of his beſt friends, had 
been chaplain to a convent of nuns ; but that 
calumny having fpread ſo many baſe reports 
againſt him, the archbiſhop was ſo highly en- 
raged, as to be deaf to all ſolicitations an his 
behalf, to take off the interdict under which he 
laboured. We have already, but in vain, got 
ſome of the firſt noblemen in Granada to in- 
tercede for us. His grace has hitherto been 
inflexible to all entreaty. 

To which my anſwer was, „This affair 
has been entirely ruined by an over-earneſt 
<« ſolicitation. I know his fordſhip ; this is 
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not the way to gain upon him. Prayers and 
© recommendations will but irritate him the 
more againſt your friend the licentiate, who 
« has been ſo unhappy as to fall under his 
“ diſpleaſure,” 

My reaſon to ſay ſo, is from hearing him 
declare lately, "That the more aclergyman, 


* guilty of any wrong ſtep, ſhall employ in- 


<« terceſſion with me, it will only ſerve to cor- 
<« roborate the ſcandal propagated againſt him 
« and my ſeverity in conſequence.” | 

„That is a very unlucky circumſtance,” 
replied the major domo, and my friend muſt 
e inevitably be reduced ta the laſt miſery, 
«« were it not that he writes a good hand, 
„ which in the worſt of times may procure 
e him a pittance. That he writes an admi- 
„ rable hand his greateſt enemy cannot 
4 deny.” 

My curioſity being excited to ſee if the diſ- 
graced eccleſiaſtic's hand anſwered to the high 
character given of it; he having ſome about 
him preſented it to me. The penmanſhip was 
admirable I own; it was equal to a maſter's 
copy for ſcholars to write after. 

A thought having ſtruck me, as I contem- 
plated the licentiate's writing, I prayed him 
to leave with me the written paper of his, I 
had then in hand, hinting to him that I might 
make it turn out advantageous to him, He 
chearfully left it with me, and relying on the 
character our major domg had already * 
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him of my genius, he looked upon himſelf as 
already reinſtated in his ſacred functions. 

My earneſt deſire was, that he ſhould ; and 
from that very day, I ſet about getting him 
reinſtated in the following manner. Being 
alone with the archbiſhop, I ſhewed him the 
writing of the licentiate Garcias, who ſeemed 
charmed therewith, 

I therefore ſeized on the occaſion, and thus 
addreſſed his grace. © Since your lordſhip 
vill not conſent to let your homilies be 
<« printed, I wiſh to ſee them all tranſcribed 
„ in fo fair a hand as this.” “ Why, Gil 
„ Blas,” anſwered the prelate more condeſ- 
cendingly, „I own, 1 am well enough pleaſed 
« with your hand-writing, yet, I confeſs, I 
„ ſhould not be ſorry to ſee a copy of my 
« works tranſcribed in the hand you ſhew 
a me,” 

„ Your grace,” © rejoined I, need only 
« ſpeak the word, and it ſhall be executed, 
& for the man who writes ſo fair a hand is a 
& licentiate of my acquaintance, and he will 
« be ſo much the more overjoyed to acquit 
„ himſelf of the ſaid taſk to your grace's ſatis- 
faction, as it may be the means of extricat- 
« ing him from his preſent unhappy ſitua- 
„ tion.” 

His lordſhip immediately aſked, what was 
the licentiate's name? I anſwered, Lewis Gar- 
cias, who is now in the greateſt affliction for 
having incurred your diſgrace, “ If I mii- 
take not,” rejoined the prelate, © that Lewis 

| «© Garcias 
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* Garcius has been chaplain to a convent of 
<« nuns, and for miſdemeanours is now under 
c eccleſtaſtic cenſure. I remember I have re- 
„ ceived ſeveral memorials. againſt him; he 
leads a bad life.“ Worth 

Here I interrupted his grace, by ſaying, 
& Ewould undertake to plead his juſtification ; 
that I very well knew he had many ene- 
% mies: who, according to the licentiate's 
& declaration, were more zealous to decry 
& him, than to alledge nothing but the truth.“ 
That may very well be,“ added the arch- 
biſhop, „ beſides, perhaps, his conduct has 
not hitherto been the moſt regular; he, may 
« however ſee his folly, and repent. Repen- 
5 tance atones for every fin. Therefore I take 
< off his interdiction, and do you Gil Blas 
« preſent. him to me.” | 
'Thus the moſt rigid mortals gradually abate 
of their ſeverity, when they find it interferes 
with their favourite paſſion. The archbiſhop 
granted to the vain defire of ſeeing his works 
well tranſcribed, a favour which he had refuſed 
to the moſt powerful ſollicitations. 

I carried the news immediately to the major 
domo, who, without any delay, had his friend 
informed. thereof. "The licentiate next day 
came and thanked me in the beſt manner he 
faid he was able, for ſo great an obligation, 
J forthwith preſented him to the archbiſhop, 
.who, after a flight reprimand, gave him one 
of his homilies to draw a fair copy of, which 
taſk the ſoon reinſtated Garcias acquitted * 
c 
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Telf ſo well of, that he obtained, beſides the 
rectorſhip of Gabia, a large town in the neigh- 
bourhood of Granada, 

While I was thus rendering all the ſervice 
I could to whoever applied, or was recom- 
mended to me, Don Fernand prepared 
to depart from Granada, on his return 
home. I went to pay him a viſit before his 
departure, and thank him anew for the ex- 
cellent poſt he had procured me. On his ſide, 
he expreſſed great ſatisfaction at my being ſo 
well pleaſed with the place I occupied. 

Two months after Don Fernand had left 
Granada, when I was in the full ſweep of 
favour, we were all greatly alarmed in the 
epiſcopal palace. The archbiſhop was'ſerzed 
with an apoplectic fit. Every kind of medici- 
nal ſuccour was immediately brought to him, 
and they ſo effectually operated as to cure him 
in a few days. 

Though his body was healed his mind was 
not, having greatly ſuffered by that attack, 


which I remarked in the very firſt homily he | 


delivered after his recovery. However, the 
difference from this to his preceding ones, was 
not ſufficient to pronounce him abſolutely 
fallen from his former excellence. But alas, 
his ſecond left no room to doubt his declining 
abilities; ſuch up and down work, ſuch ine- 
quality of ſtile, ſuch monkifh prolixity reigned 
throughout. 
I was not the only one who obſerved it, for 
moſt of the audience, as if ſet on purpoſely, 
whiſpered 
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whiſpered each other; this homily has a ſtrong 
twang of the apoplexy. This was more than 


a ſufficient hint for me to diſcharge my pro- 


miſe to his grace, on the failure of which | 
was to incur his diſpleaſure, forfeit his friend- 
ſhip, and perhaps be razed out of his will. 

i” was embarraſſed as to the manner in 
which I ſhould break my mind to him, but 
this perplexity he ſoon relieved me from, by 
demanding how his laſt homily was liked, a; 
well as what the people in general ſaid of it 
and him. 

I anſwered, that his homilies were admired 
as uſual, but however his laſt did not affect 
his audience as much as his former had done. 
What then,“ tartly replicd the archbiſhop, 
„ ſuppoſe ſome archi- critic has pronounced 
« his opinion upon it.” „ Not at all, my 
Jord,“ rejoined I ſubmiſſively, << your works 
« are above the reach of criticiſm. Every 
c hearer is charmed with them. All I would 
* infinuate (and that purſuant to your own 
« injunQion) is, that I ſhoulddeal frankly and 
cc ingenuouſly with vou; you will, therefore, | 
hope, pardon me the liberty of informing vou 
« that your laſt homily did not appear to me 
to have the ſpirit and ſtrength of your pre- 
** ceding ones; and, no doubt, vour loxdthin 
is of my opinion.” 

The archbiſhop grew pale at ſo unexpected 

a remonſtrance, and with a feigned ſmile re- 
torted. So then, maſter Gil Blas, this laſt 
** piece of mine does not hit your taſte.” 

Forgive 


GIL BLAS de SANTILLANE. 113 


“ Forgive me, my lord,” quoth I, quite dif- 
concerted, << | do not ſay fo, I think it a good 
«« piece, though inferior to your other works,” 

„ | underſtand you, fir,” faid he, “ only, 
« decline in your opinion, and you think 
« it high time I ſhould retire from the pulpit, 
« js it not fo ?” | 

e ſhould never, my lord, (but in ſtrict 
“ obedience to your grace's ſpecial mandate) 
„ have dared to take. this liberty with you: 
and therefore humbly hope that it may not 
«© be imputed to me as a fault.” 

« God forbid,” ſaid the archbiſhop, in a 
kind of trepidation, “ that I ſhould be ang 
with you. Far from me be any ſuch unjul 
„ proceeding, It is not the liberty of 
telling your ſentiment diſpleaſes me; it is 
the ſentiment itſelf.” What a dupe have 
I been to a perſon of ſo limited an underſtand- 
ing ! | 

Finding myſelf in the wrong box, I ſtrove 
to mend matters as well as I could ; but alas, 
what method is there to appeaſe an irritated 
author, a powerful one too, and uſed to adu- 
lation. © He forbid me to ſpeak any more on 
<« fo diſagreeable a ſubje&; ſaid, I was as yet 
too young to be capable of diſtinguiſhing 
« truth from falſhood ; and, as a proof, 
„friend,“ quoth he, “ know that I never 
© compoſed fo fine a homily in my life as 
that which has the misfortune of not meet- 
ing with #4 approbation. Thanks be to 
heaven, I do not feel as vet that my mental 

facultics 
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« faculties have loſt inthe leaſt their uſual vigour, 
« But, for the future, I ſhall be a little 
« more cautious how and whom I make 4 
« confidant. I muſt chuſe perſons of more 
intelligence than myſhallow friend Gil Blas,” 
At which cutting expreſſion he puthed me 
out of his cloſet, ſaying, © Go to my treaſurer, 
« bid him give you a hundred ducats, with 
* which God proſper you. B'y to you, maſter 
& Gil Blas. I with you all fort of ſucceſs, 
and alittle more taſte.” 
As 1 went from the cloſet I curſed the arch- 
biſhop's caprice, or rather weakneſs ; being 
more angered at his ablurdity, than atWicted b 
the privation of his tavour. My proud fto- 
mach even was ſuſpended for ſome time, whe- 
ther I thould go and receive the hundred du- 
cats; but realon prevailing, 1 called for them, 
and as ſoon as they were told to me by the 
treaſurer, to whom I did not make the leaſt 
mention of my diſgrace, ] went to take my 
leave of Melchior de la Ronda: who (as | 
— he would be) was very much affected 
y my misfortune, and gave me good advice 
for my future conduct in life; particularly, to 
rather ſwallow than reſent any ill treatment 
from the great, who, though lden in a di!- 
poſition of rendering ſervice to their inferiors, 
have it but too often in their power to preju- 
dice them, He deſired, when I ſhould be at 
Madrid, to viſit his friend Joſeph Navarro. 
I hired a ready-furnifhed lodging in Gra— 
nada. There I propoſcd to ſtay ſome time. 
When 
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When it grew near the hour of dinner, I en- 
quired of my landlady, if there were a good 
eating houſe in the neighbourhood. She an- 


: ſwered, that within a tew doors there were a 

- 2 good one. I repaired thither immedi- 
ately. 

? I was ſhewed into a ſalon that was not un- 


like to a refectory. There I ſaw ten or a dozen 
men, ſeated at a long table covered with a 
dirty cloth, diſcourſing each other as they eat 
their ſcanty portions. One was ſerved to me, 
which, at any other time would have made 
me regret the plentiful table I was diſcarded 
from. 

: As I had juſt diſpatched my frugal meal, 
who ſhould come into the cating houſe upon 
the ſame errand I was there, but the licentiate 
Lewis Garcias, whom I had got reinſtated in 
deſpite of his enemies, and moreover made him 
rector of Gabia. On perceiving he came up 
to me with all the expreſſive demonſtrations 
of one who feels the molt lively joy. He 
embraced me moſt affectionately, and almoſt 
overwhelmed with acknowl:dgments of the 
ſervice I had rendered him. 

I hope then, ia God's name, ſince I have 
the luck of meeting my noble patron Gil 
« Blas, that we ſhall not part without drink- 
ing a bottle together,” ſaid the licentiate, 
but as the wine is not very good here, I 
* will bring you to a place where I can an- 
„ {wer for the excellence of it, How rejoiced 

„ thould 
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& ſhould I be to have the honour of enter. 1 
taining you for a few days at the parſonage vith 
« houſe of Gabia. There you ſhould be re. alled 
F< ceived as the generous Mecenas to whom | texas 
owe my preſent happy tituation,” __ 

As he made theſe warm profeſſions of gra." th; 
titude, his dinner was laid before him. He in- H 
terrupted his cating from time to time, to ſay edu 
ſomething civil to me In order to let hin" 
diſpatch his meal without any farther inter- onſe 
ruption, I ſpoke to him in my turn. wy 

Garcias aſked me, how his good friend the f 
major domo was. I then informed the licen- cach 
tiate of my having left the archbiſhop. I re- + 
lated to him the minuteſt circumſtance relative Nętur 
thereunto. All which he liſtened to with a moſt oul, 
profound attention. 

After all the licentiate's profeſſions of gra- 
titude, who would not have expected to hear 
him, at leaſt, run out in inveRives againſt the 
archbiſhop ? his ©-elings, it ſeems, were caſt 
in another mould. The warmth and joy of his 
« ountenance at ſeeing me, gradually diſappeared, 
he began to look cold, thoughtful, and finiſhed .“ 


his dinner without replying one word to me; ay 
then roſe from table, made ne a very diſtant 2 
ſalute, and marched off. * 

The ungrateful varlet, knowing I could no I; 


longer be of any ſervice to him, ſpared him- 
ſelf the trouble of ever letting me know his. 
ſentiments upon my diſgrace, In the fit * 
movement of my paſſion I could not but laugh 
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Et the raſcal's baſeneſs, and looking after him 

Frith the contempt he deſerved from me, I 
;!lcd out, loud enough to be heard by all 
round, — Hi, hollo, you chaſte chaplain to a 
onvent of nuns, be ſure run to and indulge 
a that excellent wine you are fo fond of. 
| Having amuſed myſelf for ſome time by 
requenting theatres, and making myſelf ac- 
uaintances, I at laſt, in order to ſhun the 
Fonſequences of an affair that might turn out 
ery much to my diſadvantage, bargained with 
muleteer to carry me to Foledo, where we 
cached in four days, and having made but a 
zort delay there, I ſet out for Madrid on a 
cturned horſe which J hired, and put up in a 
a {Mouſe of furniſhed lodgings there. 

I took pleaſure in going frequently to the 
„ ing's palace, where 1 beheld the great ones 
„ (clipted, and Ceprived of all the ſplendor that 
ttends them in other places, I was greatly 
urprized one day as I ſaw a figure elegantly 
reſted, in deep diſcourſe with a courtier. It 
vas the identical Fabricio, whom I thought I 
ad left at Valladolid, ſervant to an hoſpital 
lirector. He ſoon knew me, and put a thou- 
and queſtions, particularly concerning all that 
night have befallen me ſince we had ſeen each 
ther laſt. He then aſked what brought me to 
ladrid, and if I was in any employment. 

We retired to a proper place to give him a 
atisfactory account. By his means I ſoon got 
de place of ſuperintendant of his houſhold, 
vith a noble Sicilian, Count Galiano. In re- 
turn 
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turn for all my honeſt endeavours to prevent 
his being plundered by the continuation of hi; 
ſervants, and ſaving him in a ſhort time a larg: 
ſum of money: when I lay ſick of a fever he 


had me carried out of his houſe ; and the fu th 
news I learned on my recovery was, that m 
had no maſter: the count having ſet out fronÞh in 
Madrid ſome days before, without thinking « 

his promiſe to give me a good eſtabliſhment in ta 


Sicily. to 
But ſo inured had I been to returns of mis. I 
fortune, that I was not ſo much affected by di 
this diſappointment as at other times I might bh: 
Having alſo learned that my friend Fabric L 
was alſo gone for about three weeks to An- v« 
daluſia, with the duke of Medinaſidonia, re 
came into my head to look for Melchior de H tc 
Ronda's nephew, whoſe name was Joſeph Na. tl 


varro, and wholived with Don Baltazar de Zu t 
ninga. I repaired to the ſaid nobleman's houſe 2 
and enquired for Navarro, who immediateh a 
appeared to me. 6 

As ſoon as I made myſelf known to him, 
and in virtue of the letters from his uncle, ; 
wherein favourable mention was made of me, ö 


he received me moſt cordially, deſired me to 
look upon him and uſe him as my friend, 
which I did, and found him to act up to he 
kind invitation, and in a few days he inform-W *' 
ed me with great chearfulneſs, that he had gt 
an exceeding good place for me. 
It was to make me ſteward to Don Diezo 
de Monteſer, receiver to the duke of Lerma, 
prime 
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prime miniſter of Spain; who, through Na- 
varro's recommendation, gave me a molt gra- 
cious reception. My principal employment 
was to viſit all the different farms, and collect 
their rents from the tenants; of which, every 
month I gave an exact account, and paid them 
in to Don Diego. 

The caſtle of the duke of Lerma having 
taken fire, more than half of it was reduced 
to aſhes. I went to viſit the ruins, of which 
I gave fo pictureſque an account, that the 
duke, notwithſtanding his grief for what he 
had loſt, enquired who was the author. Don 
Diego told him, giving me at the ſame time 
very high commendations, which were the 
remote cauſe of the promotion I was raiſed to 
ſome time after; for at the death of one of 
the duke's ſecretaries, he immediately appointed 
that place for me, deſired Monteſer to inform 
me tiereof, and ſend me to him. Monteſer 
at the ſame time gave me this friendly advice. 
In all your actions appear entirely devoted 
to the duke's ſervice; and to be {ſure never 
© to fail paying your court to Don Calderone 
„ his favourite, and who leads him as he 
<« pleaſes. | 
I foon learned to play my part; and by be- 
ing officious and pliant, was, by degrees, 
raiſed to, and went through all the ſcience of 
court iniquity, where is but little room for per- 
ſons actuated by confcience or honour. 

So intoxicated was I with my place, mi- 
niſterzal favour, daily accruing n 

C. 
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&a. that I totally forgot myſelf and all my 
friends, as will appear by the following pic. 
ture. 

I was become ſo great a coxcomb as to 
ſpeak of the firſt perſonages about court with 


the greateſt familiarity. For example, if I had 


occaſion t6 make mention of the dukes of 
Alba, of Medina-Sidonia, Offonia, &c. I 
ſaid plainly Medina-Sidonia, Alba, Oſſonia. 
I had loſt all fight of my origin, and had quite 
forgot my poor parents, 

But to mortify my arrogance, a young coun- 
try Jad having come one morning, and faid 
that he had matters of conſequence to ſpeak 
to me of in private, I bad him follow me to 
my cloſet, where I ſeated myſelf in a great 
chair, and with geſtures of importance, but did 
not aſk him to fit down, looking upon him as 
one of the common herd. I then demanded 
with a voice of authority, what was his buſi- 
neſs with me? 

« How, Gil Blas,” replied he, with an air 
of good-natured ſimplicity, © do not you re- 
„member me? I am your townſman, a na- 
cc tive of Oviedo. I am the ſon of Bertrand 
* Muſcada the grocer, who lives not far from 
« your uncle the canon's houſe. I remember 
« you very well, Gil Blas, we have often 
« played at blind man's buff together.“ 

Stung with my neighbour's familiarity, I 
coldly anſwered, © I really have but a very 
& confuſed remembrance of the amuſement of 
« my boyiſh days. The weighty —_ 
have 
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c have been charged with ſince, have quite 
c effaced them from my memory.“ 


The ſimple play-fellow of my younger years . 


rejoined, I am come, fir, to Madrid, to ſet- 
<« tle with my father's correſpondent ; and be- 


<« fore my ſetting out, having heard a great 


«« deal of you, and that you are here in a very 


<< high rank of life, and rich as a Jew, I came 
<< to pay you my compliments thereon ; and 
c as ſoon as returned home, ſhall fill your 


family with joy, by confirming fo agrecable 


» 


a report.” 


At his mentioning my family, I could not. 
avoid making ſome enquiry how my father, 


mother, and uncle were; but I did it in fo 
cold a manner, that the young grocer of Ovi- 


edo, ſhocked at my indifference, thus bluntly / 


reproached me. 
„I thought, Mr. Gil Blas, that you had more 


good nature than to enquire about your 
<« friends in ſo cold a manner. Then, fir, learn 


from me, that your father and mother are 


„ till in ſervice; and that your uncle, the 
„ worthy canon Gil Perez, whelmed with 


age and infirmities, draws near his end. A 
* 


you, will enable them to paſs the remainder 
| G „ of 


little feeling for poor helpleſs parents is not 
beneath a great man. Therefore, ſince by the 
<< blefling of God you are in ſuch affluence, 1 
„ adviſe you as a friend to ſend them two hun- 
5 dred piſtoles every year; which remittance, . 
without being the leaſt inconvenience to + 
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of their life, which cannot be long, in eaſe 
and happineſs.” & 

Inſtead of being moved by his picture of 
my parents ſituation, I was offended at the 
liberty he took, without my having given him 
any encouragement. With a little art he 
might, perhaps, have prevailed on me to do 
ſomething z but his coarſe frankneſs nettled me: 
which he perceiving, continued his exhortation, 
with perhaps not ſo much charity towards my 
parents, as malice to fret my pride. 

Not able to bear his impertinenceany longer, 
I ſtopt him ſhort ; „Hark you, friend Muſ- 
„ ceda; trouble yourſelf about your own at- 
&« fairs. It well becomes a fellow like you 
< to dictate what I ought to do !” I then took 
the ranſtreling grocer by the ſhoulder, thruſt 
him out of my cloſet, and bid him return 
home to Oviedo to ſell his pepper and cloves. 

What Muſceda faid to me left a deep im- 
preſſion, that recalled to mind the care my 
poor father and mother took of me in my 
younger days. I felt ſome inclinations of gra- 
titude that ſoon paſſed away: many an indul- 
gent parent has been thus neglected by a for- 
getful child. 

Avarice and ambition had taken ſuch an 
entire poſſeſſion of me, that I was quite an- 
| other being. I loſt my uſual gaiety, I became 

a penſive abſent man, and on the whole a 
very filly animal, Nay, my friend Fabricio 
ſeeing me totally devoted to the vile 0 
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of amaſſing a fortune at any rate, viſited me 
but ſeldom. | | es 

One day, however, he broke his mind to me. 
« Why truly, Gil Blas, you are no longer the 
« man] formerly knew you. Before your com- 
<< mencingcourtier, you enjoyed a ſerene mind, 
but ſince that time, you always appear as if., 
c agitated by inward commotions. You form 
<< project upon project to enrich yourſelf, and. 
cc the more wealth you have, the more you, 
«* would fain accumulate; beſides, your be- 
% haviour in regard to me is quite altered: 
ce there is no longer the ſame free, eaſy be- 
« haviour; and in mere acts of politeneſs ta- 
« wards me, there is an affected air of diſ- 
c tance and myſtery, I muſt now forſooth 
dance attendance in your anti-chamber, and 
«© wait to be announced, who formerly had 
c ready acceſs to you at any time. 9 

«© On the whole it appears to me, from your 
<« ſtarch conduct, that my viſits are rather irk- 
« ſome to you than otherwiſe; therefore let 
e us break off all farther intercourſe; you will 
c thereby get rid of a diſagreeable cenſor of 
c your actions, and I of a haughty upſtart, 
<« that ridiculouſly forgets himſelt.” 

Being more piqued than affected with Fa- 
bricio's reproach, I let him go off without 
making the leaſt effort to ſtop him. The va- 
nity my ſituation inſpired me with, made me 
think that I got by the loſs of a poet's acquaint- 
ance, In my: ungrateful opinion, I thought. 
his loſs more than 8 compenſated by my 
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newly acquired intimacy with ſeveral ſubaltern 
officers about court, muſhroomed into life from 
no body knew where ; ; and who owed their 
riſe more to the capricious revolution of hu- 
man affairs, than to any real merit of their 
own, although they thought quite otherwiſe. 
Being equally forgetful of their mean pedi- 
ee as I was; from a ſimilarity of diſpo- 
hifion, we grew fond of each other, and ſeemed 


to be perſonages of the utmoſt conſequence in 
our own eyes. O fortune, fortune] in ge- 


neral how doſt thou diſpenſe thy favours ! the 


ſlave Epictetus was not in the wrong, when he 
compared thee to a young lady of birth, Who 


aaf Wet herſelf to valets. 

In my full ſwing of pride, I was highly of - 
fended at a propoſal of marrying a goldf{mith' 8 
daughter.“ WhatfſaidI to the propoſer, a man 
«of my rank, a man of my faſhion, a courtier 
<« of extenſive views, debaſe himſelf ſo far as to 
«© marrya mechanic'sdaughter!“ However, the 


examples of ſeveral noblemen about court being 


ached to me, as well as her great fortune of 
one hundred thouſand ducats, I became tract- 
able by degrees, viſited and ſettled matters 
with the friends for our ſpeedy marriage, which 
was to be in eight days after. 

All neceſſary preparations being made on 
both ſides, I ſpent the eve of the day hxed for 
the wedding at the houſe of my betrothed lady's 
father, where every thing was made as agreeable 


as poſſible to me. On 1 my return home from 
thence, 1 bad ſearce been carried two hundred 


paces, 


E 
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paces, when all on a ſudden my coach was ſur- 
rounded'by twenty men, ſome on foot, ſome oh 
horſeback, armed with ſwords and carbines. 
They bid me ſtop i in the king's name. I obeyed. 
They made me immediately quit my coach, 


and put me into a chaiſe, in Which was ac- 
companied by their leader, Who bid the driver 


I was committed to the tower. I was 
mto- a dungeon, having no bed but Itfa\ 
like any common feloh. . 
As next "morning T made a thouſand' bt 
jectures about what could be the cauſe of in 
confinement, one of che fellows of the ja ay 
brought ine ſome bread and a pitcher of 
for my day's allowance; I ihveighed 48 b 


make the beſt of his way to Segovia, 3k 
7 


the mali nancy of my Mars. 


The”, throu Inthe Eeperdf the priſon's ch. 
Heſs (a man I Had formerly obliged when livi 
ut kg archbiſhop of Granada „ life was mi 
as comfortable as poſſible to me; pet, up 
receiving certain advice from Madrid 4 
little hopes there were of my being foo 
larged, I fell ſick of a Maren fever, of e 
when recovered, in ſpite of my phyſicians, I 


recovered àlſo the uſe of my reaſon, and coll 90 
ceived for the uncertainty, of the honours ; 2 1 


riches I Was lately EY of, all the 
rempt they deſerved. 

I Teturned thanks to heaven for havin; 
viſited me, and firml relolved never t 25 
turn to court, though the duke of Lerm 
ſhould ſollicit me. b 


propbſed to myfelf, © 


3 caſe 


126 The 8 


caſe I ſhould get out of priſon, to purchaſe a 
cot in the country, and there lead the retired 
life of a philoſopher. 5 
My freedom being at laſt obtained, by the 
interceſſion of the young prince to the king 
his father, incenſed againſt me through the 
contrivances of Calderom, my fellow ſecre- 
Suits for having purſued Catalina, I ſet out for 
Madrid in queſt of the wreck my fortune bad 
been expoſed to, during my confinement; which 
Raving collected together, and being of no 
|  contemptible, value, I prepared to return to 
Arragen. e agen HE 
happened to meet Don Alphonſo, who 
had been through my means, during my ſecre- 
taryſhip with the duke of Lerma, named go- 
vernor of Valencia. He prevailed on me to 
change my deſign of going to Arragon, and 
4% liye near him in a pretty country ſeat, he 
made me a preſent of, which I accepted: but 
I reſolved that before I ſhould take poſſeſſion 
| thereof, to make a tour to Aſturias, to ſee my 
poor parents, whom I had too long neglected, 
| and by way of reparation make them ſhare the 
remains of my fortune, and retire to my aſylum 
| to end their days with me, far from the buſt- 
| ling world; with which being totally diſturbed, 
1 1. from that day moſt heartily renounced. _ 
Too fulfil my reſolution, I never ſtopped 
Till I reached Valladolid; from whence we got 
| to Oviedo in four days without meeting any 
ad accident on the road, It was dark night 
by a oe ea fe. nnede, e 
y E 


— 
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We took up our lodging at an inn not far 
diſtant from the houſe of my uncle, Gil Perez. 
As nothing could then afford me greater plea- 
ſure than to hear ſome news of my relations, 
I applied-for information of them to my hoſt, 
and by what I learn'd from him, he proved that 
I could not have addreſſed myſelf to a properer 
perſon. | 

He ſoon diſcovered who I was: for after 
having looked for a while _ ſeriouſly on me, 
he cried- out in raptures, © By faint Antony, 
it is; yes it is our little Gil Blas, our arch 
e neighbour, that uſed formerly to come fo 
often (as I now imagine I ſee him) with a 
bottle under his arm, to carry home wine 
&« for his uncle's ſupper.”  _- - : 

The thouſand, to my hoſt andhoſteſſe's plea- 
ſing, but to me diſagreeable, eircumſtances, 
which they emulouſly, as if to obtain a prize, 


remembered, and which I could moſt heartily | 
have forgiven them being repeated over and 
over, I prayed them to give me ſome informa- I 


tion of the ſituation of my family; and aſked 


in what condition my poor father and mother 


were. | 
At that queſtion they ſtopt their chattering, 


ſhook their heads, folded their arms, and 
looking for a time earneſtly at each other, re- 
plied to me; + Why to tell the truth, they 4 
are but in a very fad way; nay, you cannot 


imagine people to be in a worſe condition 


+ than they are, Gil Blas has been paraly- 
„„ ie 


8 4 
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tic for a long time, and in all probability 
can live but a very ſhort time.“ 

Lour father, fir, ſaid ſhe, has by his neceſ- 
ty been obliged to live with, and entirely 
upon the bounty of the canon, but he's 
now reduced to the laſt extremity, and it is 
expected that every day will prove his laſt; 
your poor mother ſerves as a nurſe to them 

© bath. thought infeed her-hendth jo-evuck inn 
c paired.“ | 
Notwithſtanding: my pride was greatly hurt 
hy this detail, yet filial affection got ſo fir the 
chetter, as to hurry me without any delay to 
' amyuncle's, where my mother, who ſoon knew, 
| «embraced and told me, „My fon, you 
are juſt come in time to fee your fathes 
* fie. 
ſ She then conducted me to a little dark room 
Where old Gil Blas de Santillane, my father, 
Was drawing towards his laſt moment. M 
mother told him, „Here is your ſon Gil Blas 
„ returned home, and come to aſk forgiveneſs 
for all the affliction he has given you.“ 
At theſe words the poor old man turned 
| towards me, and opened once more his eyes, 
About to cloſe for ever. He looked ſtedfaſtly on 
me, and on perceiving that I was touched by 
the ſituation in which I ſaw him, he too 
vas ſtrongly affected with grief, would fain have 
I ſpoke, but had not power, and then expired, as 
it he had only waited for a laſt ſight of me, to 
8 depart from this life, the ſcene of ſo much 


| | miſery. My 


o 


* 


GIL BLAS de SANTILLANE. 129 


My mother, having long before expected 
my father's death almoſt every day, felt no im- 
moderate ſorrow on the occaſion. My con- 
tern for his loſs was violent. I frequently re- 
roached-myſelf for my bale ingratitude to have 
ever ſuccoured him -B@lmolſt looked upon 
myſelf as a vile parricide. fr 
The next miſerable object that ftruck my 
es, was my uncle the canon, who lay ſtretched 
n his bed, and in a deplorable condition. 
This ſight gave a new keeneſs to my reproaches 
yr my paſt behaviour to them. = 
g © Nephew ungrateful, as a ſon unnatural; 
you might have prevented your family's being 
reduced to thoſe wretched ſtraits, if in the full 
and riotous carteer of thy vain iproſperity, 
before thy impriſonment, thou hadſt remitted 
to them any part of thy then rfluities 
that, joined to the income of Gil Perez, pre- 
bend, would have ſupported the family in a 
very comfortable manner, and in all proba- 
bility have prolonged thy father's life. But 
now alas ! all ſuch reflections are as idle as 
R unprofitable.” 7 Ot 
| found my poor uncle in an abſolute ſtate'of 
Pecillity. In vain did I preſs him in my arms; 
rain did my mother repeatedly ſay to him, 
Brother Gil-Perez, this is your long abſent 
ephew Gil Blas, returned at laſt to afk your 
2 and forgiveneſs for his paſt neglect 
of us.“ 
er reiterated ſpeech proved as vain as my 
braces to him; he was inſenſible 1 
Was 


— 
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I was fo deeply affected with the ideot ſtate | 
which I beheld my uncle, that being unable. 
behold him any longer in that ſhocking pliz 
I therefore turned away from it with »ſ 
mother, who (as old women commonly ::th 
being very fond of prolixity in 9 1 

me up the moſt part of the night in giving o. 
a long and circumſtantial detail of every th pp 
that happened to her, in the different ſerv:h1 : 


in which ſhe had been, ſince my depar:W1p! 
from Oviedo, * 

Her long hiſtory over, the good woman Mvar 
treated me (with a view no doubt of hav to 
new matter of entertainment for her goſlips Mt : 
neighbours at their future meetings) ''thatWopo 
ſhould in my turn relate to her, in as particiſſ»he 


a manner as ſhe had to me, all that had h. 
pened to me ſince I ſaw her laſt. vr 

I ſatisfied her deſire in part, by giving her 
account of my tranſactions, but in a more |: 
cinct and curſory manner than ſhe had (Þ! 
hers to me; at which ſhe grumbled a little, 


appeared to be not over ſatisfied at my bp w 
more niggard of ſpeech than herſelf, which fed 
told me, in a rebuking manner, was a mark Wuld 
in the main I wanted good nature and du th 
reſpect, 1 ſoftened her in the beſt: mannWuen 


could, and told her I was then very much 
tigued ; but that at another time I ſhould 
omit a tittle ; with which promiſe ſhe was c 
ſatished. 

To eftace all the impreſſions that might 
been made in her againſt me, by the evil orti 
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Its of ſeveral neighbours in Oviedo, particularly 
the grocer's ſon Muſceda, who had been with 
Ne during my good fortune at court, and whom 
created a little roughly, I aſſured her that my 
We deſign of coming to Aſturias was to better 
e ſituation of my family, and with them to 
oy the ſweets of ſolitude, and the undiſturbed. 
Wppineſs of a country life. 
added, that my father's deceaſe, as well the 
i lpleſs ſtate of my uncle Gil Perez, to whom 
was under ſo many obligations. for all the 
vantages of his education, the main —_ of 
fortune, had thrown a gloom upon the plea- 
t ſcenes of rural life, which henceforward I 
opoſed to enjoy. 
dhe wept for joy at the good natured decla- 
ion, and ſaid, ſhe was convinced that all the 
orts which ſhe had heard againſt my goodneſs 
heart, were lies. I thereupon told her my 
olution was, that as ſoon as my uncle ſhould 
pire (who in-all probability-had but a few days 
live) that if acceptable to her, I would take 
with me to a little eſtate which J had pur- 
aſed- in the kingdom of Valencia; that it 
uld be my principal happineſs to make her 


du the remainder of her days in happineſs and 
nn{Wuence, in that delicious kingdom. There, O 


mother! ſaid I with ſome warmth, it ſhall be 
my conſtant ſtudy, by acts of filial duty, each 
ay to make ample reparation for the ſcandal- 
dus neglect I have been guilty of to you, my 
ht Mather, and uncle, during my intoxication. of 
-yil Wortune,” 
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My mother's anſwer to me was, “ That f 
© thanked me heartily tor the kind offer, 4 
would very readily accept of it, but for: 
« inſurmountable obſtacle of leaving my un 
*© behind, with whom ſhe prayed me to let 
„ remain, and that if he thould die ſoon, . 
would follow me to my eſtate in Valencia 
I conſented to her requeſt without any g 
difficulty; left her a ſuffictient ſum to def 
the neceſſary expence of burying my father, 
to ſupport herſelf in decency, till fuch time 
ſhe 2 hear from me. | 


* 
a 
0 


Having thus ooinpromiſed matters with W.<: 
mother, be ſet out for his abode in Valengf f 
where he married ſoon after /a ybung lady a 
good family, by whom he had ſeveral chifdre — 
ttoſe education he made the occupation % 
\aniuſement bf his advancing years, 10 
Since we have thus far accompanied Gil F 175 
through all the moſt entertaining occurrence 10 
his life, and conducted him ſafely to that ret 


in which he ptopoſes to end his days; we 1 
now dy way of a borne bouche preſent our reac 
with a view of what fort of female, Arſenia, 
actreſs, with whom he had lived, was; ane 


giving a view of the comedians then at Mad = 
will appear to thoſe acquainted with the lk 
other nations, that for(Elt-tufficiency andappil 10 
ance, chey are pretty near the ſame every whe 10 


Arſenia's houſe was the rendezvous of 
debauchees of all ages and profeſſions, ab! 
C 
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1 . 
"Wne upto her price, and the greateſt caution was 
Red by her maid- ſervant, that no one of her 


1 


” Aygurs. There appeared, in conſequence, a 
blendid profuſcneſs of furniture in her houſe 


curioſities of his country, 

he conſequence aſſumed by Arſenia, and 
ſiſter heroinss, and ſome of the buſkined 
lers whom ſhe uſed occaſionally to invite to 
her table, in company with ſome gallants 
the firſt rank in Madrid, abounded in a 


uld affect an air of thegreateſt importance dur- 
the repaſt; they worked up their imagina- 
ſo far as to fancy themſelves women of the 

uality. And ſo far were they from ad- 
ing the noblemen preſent by their reſpective 


, that they called them very familiarly by 
— r names. The fault undoubtedly was the 
Lad lemen's for having ſo far indulged the vanity 


like freedom. But what was ſtill more ex- 


omed to act the parts of heroes, ſcrupled not 
hrow off all reſpect before their ſuperiors ; 


lead in the converſation. 
| It 


ants ſhould ever come to a knowledge of 
 Wotbers being intimate withher, but beweakly 
Wuced to believe that he alone enjoyed all her 


e were preſents from all parts of the world. 

: houſe might, and not improperly, have been 
ed the, temple of a goddeſs, in which every 
eller had depoſited an offering of ſome of 


ical ſolemnity. Theſe, mot veſtal dames, 


uch.creatures, as to make them preſume on 


rdinary the very actors from their being ac- 


hailed them as fellows well met, and took 
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It happened one evening that Arfſeniz 
company, conſiſted entirely of Actors ar 


Actreſſes; they bid defiance to Eccho, , th 
ſcandal was the word. All their abſent co in 
rades they diſſected moſt unmercifully, a! d. 
this is the only thing they have in comma ai 
with authors. They grew eloquent in abu h 
„ You do not know” quoth Rofimiro ** for 


« droll affair of Ceſarino. He bought th 
« morning a quantity of ſilk ſtockings, ribMam« 
„ bons, and ruffles, which he took ca 


ce to have addreſſed to him to the green ſi 
« room, and carried thither by a page, ith 
the preſent of ſome court lady“ —at whiq re 
report a general laugh enſued. rſer 


There would be no end to the relatin he 
of the many impertinent adventures they a 
ternately furniſhed to vilify ſome of the th 
acquaintance ; but all ſuch ſubjects were id e 
terrupted by Arſenia's ſervant coming in It #: 
inform her ladyſhip, that a perſon came thc: 
wait upon her, whom he took to be an ag | 
thor, The manner in which this poor de la, 
was received by that hiſtrionic groupe, Mer. 
ſerve as a faithful mirrour for all future oft. 
thors. Arſenia's impudent valet expreſſed hin vo 
ſelf with a loud voice, looking around i wh 
the company's approbation, Madam, a mal ſen 
« in a dirty ſhirt, bedaggled almoſt up old 
„ the ſhoulders, and who ſaving your g tc 
<«« your, has all the air of a poet, defingmer 
„to ſee your ladyſhip.“ . 01 

b ; (c She olye 
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„ Shew him up,” replied Arſenia to her 
rant; and ſaid to her viſitors, “ I pra 
that no one ſtir, or diſcompoſe themſelves 
in the leaſt for this viſitor; for, by the 
deſcription given of him, it muſt be an 
author:“ ſo indeed he was. A tragedy 
his writing had been received ſome time 
fore by their company. He was then come 
preſent his part to Arſenia: the bard's 
me was Pedro de Moya, 
As he entered the room, he made five 
ſix profound bows to the company, that 
ither deigned to riſe nor to favour him 
return with the leaſt return of ſalutation. 
rſenia anſwered with very meaſured nods 
her head to the many -obliging things he 
„aid to her. When he had advanced as far 
the middle of the room, all trembling, 
Id quite diſconcerted through confuſion, he 
fall his hat and gloves, which having 
thered up as well as he could, confider- 
| als his troubled ſtate, he drew near Ar- 
ia, and preſented a neatly folded up ma- 
ſcript to her with the moſt profound re- 
ct.“ Madam!” ſaid he with a loud voice, 
vouchſaſe to graciouſly receive the part, 
which I now take the liberty of pre- 
ſenting to you.” Arſenia received it in 
cold and contemptuous manner, not deign- 
g to make the leaſt anſwer to his com- 
ent. 
Don Pedro having too much at ſtake, 
olyed not to be diſguſted with any ſlight- 
ing 
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ing treatment he ſhould receive, and to pro- 

fit of that occaſion to give their parts 9 
other performers, who happened to be the; 

preſent at Arſenia's; he delivered his to th: 

famous actor Roſimiro, and her's to Flor. 
monde, who both treated the author and h! 
compliments, with the ſame indifference }} 
Arſenia had done. Nay more, Roſimiro bein 
a kind of a wag affected to crack. ſome joke 
upon, and make the poor poet the butt ff 


1 
& 


his raillery, for the entertainment of his ung 
worthy companions, 
Don Pedro felt the inſult in a moſt lively 
manner, but ſmothered all tokens of ref 
ſenting it then, leaſt his tragedy ſhould ut 
fer in conſequence. He bit his lips and 
withdrew without replying a word, though 
filled internally for them with that contemp! 
which the acting tribe too juſtly deſerv: 
from all ranks of ingenious, and hone 
men. 
He had ſcarce been gone out of the room. 
when thoſe theatrical wretches fell upor[# 
authors (to, whom. the ingrates owed ther |] 
exiſtency, being but the parrots of the bar 
in a moſt inſolent manner. Florimonde ade 
ed, My dear Arſenia the bard Don Pedr: 
«« methinks went off not overpleaſed.“ 
Lord madam, cried Roſimiro, why d. 
you trouble yourſelf about ſuch things 
are authors forſooth objects worthy ©! 
our attention? were we to put -ourſelye: 


„„ upon 
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« upon a footing with them, it would be 
« the ſure means of ſpoiling them. I know 
« what kind of gentry authors are. Upon 
ce the leaſt encouragement they would forget 
„ themſelves. Wherefore let us always keep 
« them under, treat them as our ſlaves, 
« and never ſcruple putting their patience 
« to the laſt trial, If chagrined by any 
treatment of ours they keep aloof for ſome 
time, the itch of ſcribbling ſoon drives 
« them back to us; and our conſenting to 
act a piece of theirs, . makes them the 
„ happieſt of mortals.” 

Beſides their diſreſpectful treatment of au- 
thors, actors are guilty of another piece of 
arrogance no leſs contemptible, and that equal- 
ly deſerves reprehenſion and chaſtiſement, to 
wit, their aſſuming to be infalliable caterers 
for the taſte of the publick; that no piece 
ſnould be applauded but what they had ap- 
proved; none hiſſed but what they had in- 
ſinuated their previous diſlike of. Yet, not- 
withſtanding their unfavourable opinion of 
Pedro de Moya's tragedy, it ſucceeded. 

And this was one of the many inſtan- - 
ces of new: plays being received with great 
applauſe, which the actors had thought mean- 
ly of; and of thoſe to which they had given 
the higheſt praiſe before exhibition, being 
damned. Nay, from the frequency of the 
fact, it was at laſt become a maxim among 
the people, to be prejudiced againſt every 
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new piece that the actors had previouſly 
ſpoken well of, and to think favourably of 
thoſe they had ſpoken ſlightingly of. 

What put the Jaſt ſeal to this opinion 
of the publick, was, the exhibition of a 
new comedy forced by the dint of recommo- 
dation to be received; which the com- 
pany of comedians one and all, cried out 
againſt, averring that it wanted buſineſs, was 
unintereſting and tedious ; that the audience 
would never fit on the two firſt acts; that 
the play ſhould meet with the leaſt favour 
from the publick, they would for ever after 
atter renounce all claim to judgment and 
taſte; and begin to think as badly of their 
own underſtandings as the publick had thought 
tor a long time. 

The night appointed for the firſt repreſen- 
tation being come, the actors dreſſed with 
reluctancy, and appeared like men going 
to be expoſed to ſome publick ignominy. 
The curtain was drawn up, and in this 
opinion did they begin the piece. After the 
firſt act enſued a burſt of uncommon ap- 
plauſe, which aſtoniſhed the actors; a greater 
thout followed the ſecond; thus the actors 
who had prejudged againſt the piece, were 
quite diſconcerted. Zounds” cried Roſi- 
miro, pale with rage and diſappointment, 
© is it not amazing that this piece ſhould 
take: The third act roſe upon the au- 
dience, as did their applauſe, nay. accla- 

* mation 


. 


actors, ſaid, Who ever ſaw the like, that a 
piece which we were all firmly perſuaded 
was deteſtable, ſhould give ſuch univerſal 


's 


ſcenes, he ſaid to Ricardo, „The reaſon friend 
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mations in return. Ricardo, another of the 


37 


and exquiſite pleaſure.” This exclamation 
being overheard by a gentleman behind the 


is, that this piece abounds in a thouſand de- 
« licate ftrokes of wit, above the level of thea- 
«« tricalunderſtanding.” The ſame obſervation. / 
may be applied to the actors of all nations 
as well as to thoſe of Madrid. 


„„ 
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